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CONSTRUCTIONAL WORK AND ORGANISATION...9,; 


N recent months reports of varying degrees of use 
I fulness, prepared by committees of all sorts and 
sizes, have been published, with the result that many 
will have found it difficult to find time to give to these 
reports the attention they deserve. At the same time 
there exists in some quarters a feeling of uneasiness as 
to the nature of future Government control and the 
way in which it will be administered. These and 
many other factors which exist under present con- 
ditions may lead to some important points regarding 
post-war development being overlooked. It may, 
therefore, be worth while to consider some of the matters 
dealt with in the Report on the Organisation of Civil 
Engineering Work,* published by the Institution of 
Civil Engineers and prepared by a sub-committee of their 
Post-War National Development Committee, as they 
are matters which apply to both building and civil 
engineering undertakings. As stated in the introduction, 
the sub-committee was set up as a result of the interest 
in the subject displayed during the series of discussion 
meetings on “Civil Engineers and the Building In- 
dustry ” held at the Institution about two years ago, 
and because it is now realised that a wider dissemination 
of the general features of organisation may lead to 
better collaboration between all. branches and will 
undoubtedly assist young men during their practical 
training. 

If building owners and promoters of public work 
schemes would study Part I of this Report, which is 
devoted to civil engineering procedure, they would 
acquire a better understanding than is sometimes 
encountered in such circles of the function of the pro- 
fessional adviser, the contractor and the specialist sub- 
contractor. Building owners often select and purchase 
a site before appointing an architect or an engineer, 
or both, to carry out preliminary investigations and 
tender advice on the suitability of the site for the type 
of structure contemplated, with the result that their 
disappointment may be two-fold. First, because the 
building operations cannot be commenced immediately, 
and secondly, because the cost has not been accurately 
pre-determined through lack of proper and reliable 
information regarding the site. 

Those who regret the tendency in some quarters to 
hand over the design and execution of works which 
may constitute a considerable proportion of the total 
contract, without competition, to firms thereafter 
employed as nominated sub-contractors, will find support 
in the section headed “ Specialist Engineering Services.’’ 

The Report states that better results will be attained 
if the professional adviser appointed for the project is 
authorised to employ, when necessary, specialists whose 
judgment will be independent of all trade interests, 
and whose fees will be a charge on the client instead of 
being merged in the price paid to a nominated sub- 
contractor. Nevertheless, there is something to be 





* The Institution of Civil Engineers’ Post-War National Development 
Report No. VI. ‘‘The Organisation of Civil Engineering Work.” Price 
2s, 2d. per copy to non-members of the Institution of Engineers. 


said for the latter system, particularly in the case of 
firms of proved reliability. 

Part II of the Report covers works organisation, 
both with regard to the duties and functions of the 
resident engineer and his staff, and also the contractor’s 
organisation. The exercise of supervision and keeping 
of proper records by the resident engineer’s staff is an 
important matter, but it is sometimes not fully realised 
that a contractor’s works organisation must be endowed 
with technical knowledge as well as administrative and 
managerial ability. Attention is drawn to the 
importance of selecting suitable men for work abroad, 
where leadership and personal example are even more 
important than on jobs in this country. Whilst civil 
engineering contractors have carried out extensive and 
important works abroad over a considerable period, the 
building industry has, for the most part, confined its 
activities to this country. 

With the need for large credits abroad in the post- 
war period, it will be in the national interest that British 
firms should undertake building work wherever possible 
abroad, supplying the necessary staffs and purchasing, 
when possible, in the home market, but using local 
labour on the works. 

The great interest displayed in the daily Press with 
respect to planning, housing and similar matters which 
directly concern the people of this country may well 
cause the vital importance of foreign and Dominion 
credits to be overlooked. In fact, the building and 
civil engineering industries must, in the national interest, 
play their full part in post-war reconstruction and 
development abroad as well as at home. 

Whilst some negotiations in connection with over- 
seas projects must obviously be carried out by the 
Government, it is to be hoped that sufficient scope will 
be left for the initiative and enterprise of firms able 
and willing to undertake this class of work. 

The importance of programme and progress charts 
is now generally accepted, and the views expressed on 
these items will meet with general agreement, as also 
will the observations in the section dealing with the 
use and maintenance of plant. When plant is in use, 
breakdowns not only cause delay but so disorganise the 
work that the labour on the jobis not employed efficiently. 
If all the consequences of plant breakdowns are carefully 
noted, it will be found that they involve very con- 
siderable costs far in excess of the cost of providing 
proper servicing and maintenance. Consequently, ade- 
quate provision should be made in the operational pro- 
gramme and in the employment of suitable personnel 
to ensure that all plant receives proper attention. 

In a brief appendix to the Report will be found 
reference to the training of foremen and inspectors. 
It is rightly pointed out that in the past, when work was 
carried out mainly by hand, the demands made on 
supervision were simpler than those of to-day. The 
first-class general foreman is a rarity under present- 
day conditions and care and effort in selecting and 
training suitable men will be amply repaid, 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


View of Lincoln Cathedral. 

Tue Report of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners on the application of Lincoln City 
Council for consent to extend the St. 
Swithin’s generating station by the instal- 
lation of additional plant, including two 
230-ft. high concrete cooling towers, has 
been received by the Corporation, and has 
been referred to the Council’s Electricity 
Committee for detailed consideration. The 
Commissioners disapproved the concrete 
towers as recommended by the promoters 
and said they would consent to the exten- 
sions proposed if certain modifications 
were made, including limitation of the 
height of the towers to 90ft. They ex- 
pressed the view that it was practicable 
to use wooden or other towers using 
natural draught. 


Architects’ Registration Council. 

Tue quarterly meeting of the Architects’ 
Registration Council, held on October 20, 
was the 50th. It was also the 50th pre- 
sided over by Mr. Sydney Tatchell, 
F.R.1.B.A., who, as Chairman, has thus 
never missed a Council meeting during the 
twelve years since the Council’s inception, 
a remarkable record. 


Architect's Registration: An Appeal. 
A Krye’s Bench Divisional Court, on 
October 27, granted an ex parte applica- 


tion on behalf of Mr. Wilfred Jaggar,’ 


surveyor and architect to Huddersfield 
Borough Council, for leave to apply for 
an order of certiorari to quash a decision 
of the Architects’ Appeal Tribunal affirm- 
ing the refusal of the Architects’ Regis- 
tration Council to register him as an 
architect. 

Mr. Jaggar complained (acording to the 
Yorkshire Evening Post) that the Tribu- 
nal received evidence relating to his case, 
and declined to communicate its substance 
to him or give him an opportunity of re- 
butting any adverse statements which 
might have been contained in it. 


The ‘“‘Arcon”’ Temporary House. 

Wir reference to the announcement on 
the above house in our issue of October 27 
and the article in the issue of November 3. 
we are informed that Messrs. Taylor 
Woodrow Construction, Ltd., were nomi- 
nated by the members of the group of 
firms who sponsored and submitted to the 
Government the ‘‘ Arcon”’ Mark IV tem- 
porary house, to carry the project through 
its commercial stages, and that they have 
accordingly been accepted by the Ministry 
of Works as the managing contractors for 
this purpose. The management contract 
does not cover erection. 


Bradford’s Housing Plans. 

Braprorp City Council has decided to 
appoint a Housing Director, and that the 
Health Committee shall in future be the 
Health and Housing Committee, with ten 
members to deal with health matters and 
ten with municipal housing, with an 
addition of four non-members of the Coun- 
cil to help with the housing problems. 


U.S. Monument for Devon. 

Tue United States Army is to erect a 
memorial in the South Devon area which 
_was used for a battle-training school for 
American troops. It is to ‘‘ commemorate 
the fact that 3,000 people cheerfully left 


their homes to provide this essential train- - 


ing for the invasion of France.’ Archi- 
tects and others are to be invited to sub- 
mit designs, with a prize of £25. The 
monument will be a rugged one in granite, 
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Birmingham University Developments. 
THe University of Birmingham has 
appointed Mr. Verner O. Rees, F.R.I.B.A., 
Temple Lodge, Queen Caroline-street, 
London, to prepare a scheme for develop- 
ments on the north side of University-road 
and for the completion of sections of the 
original scheme prepared by the late Sir 
Aston Webb. This appointment does not 
cover all contemplated developments in 
the University. Messrs. Peacock and 
Bewlay, Colmore-row, Birmingham, are 
designing new premises for mechanical 
and electrical engineering to replace the 
out-of-date premises adjacent to the 
university power station. Messrs. Hoare, 
Lea and Partners have been appointed as 
consultants for the engineering services. 


“* Principles of Modern Building.” 

THe Secretary of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research 
announces that the first volume of ‘‘ Prin- 
ciples of Modern Building,’’ by R. Yitz- 
maurice, which was issued by the Building 
Research Station of the Department of 
Scientific and Industria] Research in 1938, 
has now been reprinted.. It deals with 
Walls, Partitions and Chimneys. The 
opportunity has been taken to make a few 
amendments of a minor character. The 
contents puts at the disposal of the builder 
the accumulated experience and knowledge 
of the Building Research Station on these 
important subiects. Copies may be ob- 
tained from H.M. Stationery Office, price 
10s. 6d. net (or, by post, 11s.). 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. J. G. Davres, F.R.I.B.A., Archi- 
tect to Messrs. Reckitt and Colman, Ltd.. 
Carrow Works, Norwich, will be pleased 
to receive manufacturers’ catalogues and 
circulars. his previous stock having been 
destroyed. 


An Architect’s Estate. 

Mr. Autrrep Bowman Yeates, Seaford 
House, Seaford. architect, whose estate 
was proved at £39,444, left an oil painting 
of a sleeping cupid to the Arts Club, 
Dover street, W., and a number of articles 
to the Victoria and Albert Museum. 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, November 14, 
Hovstne Centre. Dr. Somerville Hastings on 
“Health Centres.” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 
1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Wednesday, November 15. 

Royvat Society or Arts. Dr. DL. Hartshorn on 
“ High Frequency Heating,” John Adam-street, 
Adelphi. 1.45 p.m. (sandwich luncheon, 1 p.m.). 

Royat. Santtary INSTITUTE. Mr. H. Smith 
on “ Disttict. Heating and the Smokeless City.” 
90, Buckingham Palace-road, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 


Thursday, November 16. 
Town AND Country PLANninG Association. Rt. 





Hon. Walter Elliot, M.P., on ‘“ Dispersal : 
N.C.8S.8. Report.” 1.15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 
12.45 p:m.). 


Town Prawnine Institore, Sir Peirson Frank’s 
Presidential Address. Caxton Hall, §8.W.1. 


20 ft. high, erected in an exposed position. 6 p.m. 
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‘** What is Modern Architecture ? ” 

Tue Mars Group will hold the postponed 
discussion at which the public is invited 
to be present and to take part, on ‘‘ What 
is Modern Architecture?’ at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, W.1, on Wednesday, December 
13, at 6.40 pm. The chairman will be 
Professor Sir Charles Reilly, and the 
speakers John Summerson, E. Goldfinger, 

rof. William Holford, Anthony M. Chitty 
and M. Hartland Thomas. After the intro- 


* ductory speeches the meeting will be open 


for general discussion. 


R.1.B.A. 


COUNCIL MINUTES. 

FotLowine are some notes from the 
minutes of the Council of the R.I.B.A. for 
October 17 :— 

Ministry of Works Codes of Practice 
Committee.—Mr. C. Lovett Gill (F.) in 
place of Mr. H. M. Fairweather (F.) who 
has been appointed by the Minister of 
Works to succeed the late Sir Clement 
Hindley as chairman. 

Committees and Study Groups.—The 
Council approved a recommendation of the 
War Executive Committee that the Town 
and Country Planning Committee should 
now be reappointed. 

On the recommendation of the Library 
Reconstruction Committee a Committee 
has been appointed to consider the Pro- 
vision of Professional Text and Reference 
Books. 

The Council also approved the appoint- 
ment of Study Groups of the Architectural 
Science Board to consider ‘‘ Building 
Needs ”’ and ‘‘ Building Technique.”’ 

Code of Practice for the Construction of 
Flues and Chimneys.—It was reported 
that the R.I.B.A. had been invited to 
convene a committee to prepare a Code of 
Practice for the construction of Flues and 
Chimneys, and that the Walls Committee 
had been asked to undertake this work. 

Taunton Group of the Bristol Society of 
Architects.—It was reported that a Taun- 
ton Group had recently been formed for 
the purpose of holding local meetings of 
members of the Bristol Society of Archi- 
tects. 

Hon. Fellowship.—The acting secretary 
reported the acceptance of nomina- 
tion by the Council for election as 
hon. Fellows of the Institute by the 
Rt. Hon. Peter Fraser, P.C., Prime 
Minister of the Dominion of New Zealand, 
the Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, P.C., 
C.M.G., Prime Minister of the Dominion 
of Canada, Field-Marshal the Rt. Hon. 
J. C. Smuts, P.C., C.H., F.R.S., Prime 
Minister of the Union of South Africa. 

Resignations.—The following resigna- 
tions were accepted with regret: C. W. 
Chambers (F.), Eileen M. Sherwell (A.), 
J. J. Clark (L.), E. D. Dennis (L.), J. 
Galt (L.), G. H. Goode (L.), H. Knight 
(L.), L..H. P. Patten (Retd. L.). 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, November 9, 1844. Price 3d. 


Removat or Two Brick Hovuses.—A 
block of two brick houses in Lincoln- 
street, three stories high, was safely and 
successfully removed this morning ten 
feet and six inches from their old founda- 
tions to the rear. This novel work was 
accomplished on a plan furnished to Alder- 
man Preston, a member of the committee 
for widening streets, by Mr. Moses Parker, 
who is justly entitled to great credit for 
the entire success of the new enterprise. 
«The modus operandi was for the foundations 

of the walls to be cut away and cast-iron 
plates inserted in pairs, between which were 
placed cannon balls. When the process was 
completed, the building was gently rolled to 
its destination; 120 cannon balls were used in 
the operation, and the houses were estimated 
to weigh 7,000 tons. 
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REBUILDING OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. - 
THE SELECT COMMITTEE’S REPORT 


Tue Report of the Select, Committee 
on the House of Commons (Rebuild- 
ing), published on Tuesday (Stationery 
Office, 7s. 6d.), contains the report of 
the appointed architect, Sir Giles 
Gilbert’ Scott, O.M., R.A., on the form 
which the new House, it is suggested, 
should take, Sir Giles’s brother, Mr. 
Adrian Gilbert Scott, 1s associated with 
him in the design and planning, and 
Dr. Oscar Faber has been invited to 
prepare a scheme of heating and 
ventilating. 

The Committee consisted of Lord 
Winterton (chairman) and fourteen further 
members, and their terms of reference 
were: ‘“‘ To report upon plans for the re- 
building of the House of Commons and 
upon such alterations as may be considered 
desirable, while preserving all its essential 
features.”? They were appointed on De- 
cember 9 last. Thirty witnesses were 
examined, among them (in addition to the 
Speaker and other Parliamentary officials) 
being the Minister of Works and his prin- 
cipal technical officers; the Press gallery ; 
the Lobby correspondents; the official 
reporters; the B.B.C.; and the Home, 
Dominion and Foreign Press. Mr. E. N. 
de Normann, Deputy Secretary, Ministry 
of Works, was appointed special technical 
adviser to the Committee; and later, Sir 
Charles Darwin, Director of the National 
Physical Laboratory, and Dr. Fleming, 
were similarly appointed. The evidence 
given by these witnesses is printed in a 
separate Blue Book (Stationery Office, 
3s. 6d.). The drawings reproduced in the 
Report, together with a model, are now on 
view in the Palace of Westminster. 

The Committee decided, as their first 
step, that the scope of their inquiry 
covered the Chamber itself, with the space 
below and above it, with such other 
accommodation as was necessary for the 
efficient functioning of the House. Their 
early deliberations were based on a set of 
plans (the ‘‘B1’’ plans) prepared by the 
Ministry of Works. These plans even- 
tually became the basis of the final plans 
prepared by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott which 
the Committee recommend to the House. 
An important part of the proceedings 
related to the dimensions of the floor of 
the House. The Report states: ‘‘ Your 
Committee were unanimous in _ their 
opinion that the sense of intimacy and 
almost conversational form of debate en: 
couraged by the dimensions of the ol: 
Chamber should be maintained. They 
believe that the present intimate and 
traditional style of discussion is firmly 
established in the customs and affections 
of the nation. The crucial decision which 
had to be taken was the extent to which, 
if at all, the dimensions of the floor of 
the Chamber could be increased in order 
to accommodate more than the original 
number of 346 Members out of 615, with- 
out forfeiting that quality of intimacy. 
Eventually the decision was reached to 
adhere strictly to the precise original 
dimensions.” 


Selection of Architect. 

On the question of the means of selec- 
tion of an architect, the Committee state : 
‘The question of inviting the submission 
of competitive designs was most carefully 
considered, but your Committee rejected 
this course not only because of the need 
for speed but also because (a) a Chamber 
of a wholly novel character was ruled out 





by the terms of reference; and (b) a com- 
petition, therefore, could only have been 
held within restricted limits, and would 
probably have involved the Committee in 
the difficult and invidious task of deciding 
between the work of men of great distinc- 
tion in their profession.’’ 


The Proposed New House of Commons. 


On the general style and architecture of 
the proposed new House, the Com- 
mittee state: ‘‘ We are of the opinion 
that the architecture of the design sub- 
mitted is thoroughly in keeping with the 
rest of the Palace of Westminster, while 
the decorative treatment is altogether 
fresher, lighter and more alive than that 
in the Chamber which was destroyed.” 
They then-set out in the following sum- 
mary the main advantages of the proposed 
scheme :— 

(1) Preservation of the traditional dimen- 
sions and essential features of the House. 

(2) Increase of Press seats by 68 (from 
93 to 161), and increase of other 
Strangers’ seats by 67 (from 259 to 326). 

(3) Concentration in separate Galleries 
of Reporters and of all other Strangers, 
thus making for convenience of access and 
control by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

(4) Improvement in vision 
Strangers’ seats. 

(5) A thoroughly up-to date system -of 
heating, ventilating and lighting. 

(6) Provision for secretarial, interview- 
ing and conference rooms not hitherto 
available to Members. 

(7) Considerable improvements to the 
Whips’ and staff offices. 

(8) Improved access to all parts of the 
House. 


from all 


Additional refreshment facilities are also 
recommended. On the matter of heating 
and ventilating, the system proposed seeks 
to reproduce in the Ghasuber ali the atmo- 
spheric conditions of a warm Spring day 
out of doors. The direction of the ventila- 
tion is to be lateral—instead of vertically 
upwards or downwards as in the older 
systems—and in one respect, the alteration 
of these gentle lateral air currents, the 
plan (state the Committee) is ahead of 
anything that has yet been attempted. 
The Committee were not at first in favour 
of the permanently closed windows which 
Dr. Faber. had prescribed for the Cham- 
ber, but in face of the latter’s explanation 
that open windows are apt to short-circuit 
modern systems of air-conditioning, and 
not admit fresh but dirty air, the Com- 
mittee agreed that the high windows of 





SIR GILES GILBERT SCOTT, O.M., 
R.A., who, with his brother Mr. Adrian 
Cilbert Scott, F.R.1.B.A., has prepared 
the plan which the Select Committee 
has recommended to the House. 


the Chamber should be sealed, but not 
those beside the writing tables m the 
Division Lobbies, 

As to acoustics, the Committee agreed 
that good acoustics in the new Chamber 
must, broadly speaking, be paramount, 
even in the last resort over ezsthetic con- 
siderations. The technical experts had a 
slight difference of opinion in this con- 
nection concerning the shape of the roof 
of the Chamber. The outcome appears to 
be that the alterations to the shape of the 
roof suggested by the National Physical 
Laboratory would have only a very slight 
effect on the acoustics »n the Floor of the 
House, and not enough in other parts to 
obviate the necessity for a sound amplifi- 
cation system, at any rate in the Galleries. 
After hearing all parties to the contro- 
versy, the Committee decided that the 
acoustical advantages arising from a 
flatter roof would seem insufficient to 
jeopardise the whole appearance of the 
Chamber. in accordance with the advice 
of the N.P.L., provision has been made 
for the installation of an unobtrusive 
system of sound amplification, pending the 
decision of the House. Finally, the Report. 
and plans were submitted to the Royal 
Fine Art Commission which, apart from 
certain questions mainly concerned with 
the details of the decorative treatment 
which are reserved for later discussion, 
gives its approval. 


The Architects’ Report. 


{n the course of their report to the Com- 
mittee, Sir Giles and Mr. Adrian Gilbert 
Scott state: ‘‘ Feeling, as we do, that 
modernist architecture in its present state 
1s quite unsuitable for the rebuilding of 
the House of Commons, and bearing in 
mind that the Chamber forms only a small 
portion of an existing large building, we 
are strongly of the opinion that the style 
adopted should be in sympathy with the 
rest of the structure, even if it has to 
differ in some degree in order to achieve 
a better quality of design. The Gothic 
detail of the old Chamber was lifeless and 
uninteresting, and the richness was spread 
evenly over the whole area without relief 
or contrast. It has been our endeavour to 
remedy this, with the result that, though 
still Gothic in style, the effect will be 
entirely different from what existed 
before.”’ 

The architects’ report touches on a 
number of important matters connected 
with the design. The exterior design, it is 
stated, will conform generally with the 
adjoining courtyard designs, though with 
more refined detail, but it will not be 
possible to prepare any elevations until 
measured surveys of the adjoining work 
have been supplied by the Ministry of 
Works. _The parapet of the new storey 
above the Chamber will be kept at the 
same level as the old Chamber ridge, so 
as not to alter the skyline of the whole 
Palace. Selected Clipsham stone will be 
used, such as has been used for the stone 
restoration work. For the panelling and 
joinery selected English oak would be the 
only wood suitable. ‘‘ We do not see how 
it would be possible to utilise any Empire 
woods for any of the fixed joinery, though 
these might be suitable for certain mov- 
able items, such as the two Dispatch 
“4 etc.”’ 

e roof, though retaining the general 
shape of the old roof, differs in caerel 
important respects and would be more 
accurately described as a shaped ceiling. 
The large area of the roof calls for some 
variety of treatment, and this has been 
obtained by treating the slopes im a 
simpler manner than the rest. and concen- 
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trating the enrichment on the flat central 

rtion. ‘* The angle of the slopes form- 
ing the outer area of the ceiling is very 
important, as it affects the proportion and 
shape of the whole Chamber, and for that 
reason we strongly recommend that these 
slopes should not be made flatter, as sug- 
gested by the National Physical Labora- 
tory. The extent of the improvement in 
acoustics to be effected by the alteration 
of the slopes has been worked out by the 
Laboratory, who show that the improve- 
ment would affect only the Gallery seats 
and not the Floor of the House, and would 
not render the amplifying system super- 
fluous. If, therefore, this amplifying 
system will be necessary in any case, the 
advantages accruing from a flatter roof 
seem small and would not appear to 
justify sacrificing the appearance of the 
whole Chamber.’’ Artificial light will be 
through the square panels in the centre 
of the ceiling. “A domestic type of win- 
dow has been adopted, more suitable than 
the somewhat ecclesiastical type adopted 
in the old Chamber. ‘‘ No stained glass 
is proposed, nor is any desirable unless 
it should take’the form of a few plaques 
or coats-of-arms, largely in yellow stain 
and black on the white glass background.”’ 
Carpets will cover all floor area and be 
of a mottled brown fawn colour to tone 
with the woodwork, except for the area 
between the red lines on the floor of the 
House, which will be green to match the 
g.ten leather upholstery of the seats. The 
general size and arrangement of the Divi- 
sion Lobbies has been, retained, but the 
design is simpler and along more domestic 
lines. 

Members’ seating arrangements are the 
same as in the old Chamber, except for 
the omission of the oak posts under the 
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MODEL OF SIR GILES SCOTT’S DESIGN. View looking from the Speaker’s Chair. 


Galleries, as this arrangement is the result 
of a hundred years’ practical experience. 
The schedule of seating shows (figures in 
parentheses are comparable figures for old 
Chamber): Floor of House: Members, 
346 (346); House Officials and Special 
Strangers, 24 (24)—total, 370 (370). Side 
Galleries: Members, 91 (91); Special 
Strangers, etc., 69 (12); Officials, 2 (2)— 
total, 162 (105). South Gallery: Special 
and Ordinary Strangers, 239 (179); 





Officials, 3 (3)—total, 242 (206). North 
Gallery: Reporters, 161 (69); Officials, 4 
(2)—total, 165 (121). Total seating is: 
Members, 437 (437); Special and Ordinary 
Strangers, 326 (259); Reporters, 161 (93); 
and Officials, 15 (13)—total, 939 (802). 
Much attention has been paid to ancil- 
lary accommodation. Two floors have 
been planned below the Chamber, the 
upper for Ministers’ use and the lower for 


(Continued on page 376.) 


MODEL OF SIR GILES SCOTT’S DESIGN. View looking towards the Speaker’s Chair. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 


BY HAROLD FALKNER 


To-day we stand on the brink of a new age in 
architecture—an age in which official design is likely 
to loom large, in which new uses of materials and 
* factory-building”’ will undoubtedly play an 
increasing part. That being so, it has seemed to us 
to be of interest, possibly of value, to collect and 
put on record architects’ reminiscences of the past 
years. Mr. Falkner’s memoirs, which appear 
below, are the first, therefore, of a series which we 
hope to give monthly in the future.—Epiror. 


Tue Editor has asked me to write some reminiscences. 

I left. school at 15}. I was disgustingly ambitious. I 
had determined to be an architect. That was fifty odd 
years ago. | 

It is difficult to explain to the modern reader what 
we thought architecture was. I don’t say we knew 
what it was because we didn’t. After two wars and 
after an era of concrete boxes with glass fronts the word 
doesn’t have the same meaning. 

I spent, the first year in an art school, the principal 
of which had fortunately a very considerable knowledge 
of the Italian Renaissance; and then, more at my 
guardian’s desire than mine, two years as a builder’s 
apprentice. If I had been more industrious, and if I 
had not been treated so much as a parlour-boarder, I 
might have learned quite a lot; as it was, I did discover 
that a panelled door is not hewn out of one piece; and 
I saw quite a lot of the relations between builder and 
architect. But above all, the builder had done nearly 
all Norman Shaw’s early country work, and had a store- 
ful of drawings, details, and all the notes. 

We also did a job for Voysey; very nearly, but not 
quite, one for Lutyens. But we had a job next door 
to ‘‘ Crooksbury,” though not, unfortunately, while that 
job was going on. 

Shaw having no vacancies, it was a toss up whether 
I should be articled to Lutyens or Blomfield (Reginald), 
and by mere laziness I chose the latter. Blomfield in 
those days was the coming young man—red-headed and 
bearded, something between the portraits of Drake and 
the Wills’ tobacco advertisement, full of energy, with a 
perfect Oxford manner, and a background of a double- 
first, M.A.Oxon. He had established himself at 1, New 
Court Temple. Approached by Middle _Temple-lane, 
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across Fountain-court, it is (or was) one of the most 
beautiful early-Georgian buildings in London, possibly 
designed by Wren himself. It certainly had a very fine 
effect on the clients, and I believe R. T. B. lived on the 
third floor so that. the effect of the a.p. 1700 staircase 
and the names of our eminent co-tenants could soak in. 

I should perhaps explain that that was before the 
days of architectural schools, and the recognised way of 
getting into the profession was to go as a pupil, gener- 
ally for three years, to a practising architect. On the 
whole it worked well. The successful man could run 
his office on the pupils’ premiums and work, and the 
pupils saw the way the business was conducted, and 
could, if they so chose, learn a good deal. But it was 
not to be supposed that the principal would waste his 
time on them; in fact, cases were known in which the 
great man did not know some of his pupils by sight. 

On the whole I was quite happy there. I was an 
unusually advanced pupil, and was even allowed te do 
perspectives, though I don’t think one was ever used. 
I was also taken on to a job; although I was left to 
take a first-class fare to Heathfield, I think it was 
worth while. 

Blomfield was doing very good work then. ‘ Hillside” 
was of the greatest possible promise, and Lady Mar- 
garet’ Hall, Oxford, good enough on paper but terrible 
in its material. Unfortunately work began to fall off, 
and I was not at all fond of inking in old drawings. 

London was different in those days. As one crossed 
Waterloo Bridge on a sunny day, looking towards 
Somerset House on the right, with all the City spires 
(there were no concrete blocks to hide them then) and 
St. Paul’s in the distance, thf view was an education 
in itself. And then into the coolness of the Strand 
with all its early morning smells—the grocer, of bacon, 
cheese and sawdust; the florist, of stephanotis, tuberose 
and wallfiower; the restaurants of soup, and the pubs 
of beer. It was quite another story in the late after- 
noon when the sun got, round; the smells got stale and 
mingled with asphalt and horse-manure. The space 
between St. Mary’s and St. Clement’s was filled with 
shops and houses. Wych-street and Booksellers’-row 
were still there, and many more Georgian and Carolean 
bays jutted into the Strand. 

I remember the “‘ beginning of term” procession of 
the judges. It was quite a small medieval pageant, and 
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the Law Courts, although rather new, were a sufficiently 
good background. 

But all was not entirely well. 1 do not look back 
and say “those were the days.” Although there was 
no petrol, horse traffic produced manure, which in wet 
weather bécame stinking mud, in dry a dangerous dust. 
The ‘office was often too cold, at other times much too 
hot. The lot of the well-to-do was tolerable, but of the 
poor damnably bad. Children in rags, obviously inade- 
quately fed, were sent to beg in the streets. I always 
remember them on Hungerford Bridge (out of sight of 
police). I used to go home that way on week-ends to 
Waterloo. They used to make me at least uncomfort- 
able. We were told that if we gave them pennies their 
mothers would only spend them on gin, and at week- 
ends I was usually broke; still, so it was. 

You will say, what was our outlook? What did we 
hope to do? Before my time there was a furious con- 
troversy between the adepts in Gothic and Classic archi- 
tecture. That had died down, and there was a revival 
of craftsmanship, headed by William Morris and crystal- 
lised in the Art Workers’ Guild, and there was an 
attempt at a Classical renaissance, headed by Shaw, 
with Jackson, Blomfield, Horace Field, and others. 

What we hoped to do was to pick up the threads of 
the, Georgian tradition where it had gone to bits in the 
1830-1850s. 

I myself was a little torn between the architecture of 
Philip Webb (Morris’s influence), which relied on crafts- 
manship and material—what Rickards called “ rabbit- 
hutch stuff ’—and the Georgian tradition. I had had a 
good deal of experience as a carver, and the “ rabbit- 
hutch stuff’? was more interesting than doing a yard 
or two of the same pattern on a Classic moulding. It 
was a combination of these two themes that partially 
accounted for Lutyens’s subsequent triumph. 

Our political outlook was strongly Leftish, the sort of 
not very practical Socialism which Ruskin, Morris and 
Walter Crane preached—a comfortable sort of creed, 
which promised a three-course (at least) dinner and a 
sound bottle of wine for everybody. 

The Art Workers’ Guild was a movement of great 
promise. Craftsmen, architects (select), painters and 
sculptors met at, Clifford’s Inn Hall (since a viciim to 
commercialism) once a month. Someone read a paper, 
there were drinks, by no means teetotal, and a discus- 
sion, sometimes hilarious, often furious. 

I remember Blomfield read a paper on architectural 
drawing, and retailed a conversation overheard between 
twa workmen discussing graining, something like this: 
“Then you takes yer brush and you makes scriggles 
this way, and that’s ‘ hoke,’ then you takes yer comb 
tfiis way and that’s ‘ moganny,’ and that’s how a good 
deal of architectural drawing is done.” After that there 
was an all-round mill and Pennell was knocked off the 
platform. . 

There was even a junior branch, to which I, as R. B.’s 
pupil, was admitted. Quennell (C. H. B.),- Woodroffe, 
Rickards, Cecil Brewer, Ambrose Heal, Stacy Aumonier, 
and many lesser lights, added to the uproar of the Easter 
revels. The crowning effort was the ‘‘ Masque” at the 
Guildhall, in which both branches performed. Lethaby 
designed the properties, and, I think, everyone their 
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own dresses. I remember Mrs. Ashbee loaded with 
practically the whole stock-in-trade—her husband was 
a jeweller. : 

The world between 1875-1895 was an ugly place so far 
as its current production of architecture was concerned. 
The number of architects in England who were produc- 
ing even tolerable stuff could be counted on the fingers; 
the rest were really terrible. The pages of any contem- 
porary technical journal will confirm this. The so-called 
civilised world outside England was even worse. This 
applies not only to domestic architecture but to town 
and municipal work generally. 

The Victoria and Albert Museum and the Imperial 
Institute are typical examples of the period. ‘ Origin- 
ality,” as it was called, was at a premium, and it really 
amounted to little more than jumbling up half a dozen 
styles and adding a little personal vulgarity. I never 
could see much difference between some of the select, 
say, T. G: Jackson’s “‘ Schools” at, Oxford and Hare’s 
Municipal Buildings at the same town. 

Not only the buildings but the women’s dresses an‘ 
figures (bustles had just gone out) made the world, and 
particularly the stage, hideous. 

This was the “‘ windmill ” that the Masque was tilt- 
ing against, in the heart of its stronghold, the Guildhall, 
in the City of London. 

A branch of the A. W. G. was the Arts and Crafts 
Society. At first its exhibitions at the New Gallery 
were of great promise. I remember things by Lorimer 
and Lutyens with great respect, but afterwards it 
seemed to go to seed. 

Not only the buildings but the furniture, textiles, 
crockery, glass, silver, and everything that could be 
made and sold was bad. The machine had taken the 
bit between its teeth and run away with itself. Also if 
had so cheapened things that there was an enormous 
surplus. 

A typical drawing-room of the time was cluttered up 
to an unbelievable extent with nicknacks, whatnots, 
plush-framed photographs, chenille-balled mantelboards 
and polar-bear hearthrugs, so that movement was posi- 
tively dangerous. In order to dispose of théir rubbish 
manufacturers had constantly to change the fashion, so 
that last year’s things could be discarded in favour of 
the even more awful creations of this. Japan and all 


’ the other producers of cheap goods supplied their quota, 


unlimited. 

This was the sort of thing the A.W.G. set out to 
reform, but they saw the horrors commercialism had 
produced, and eschewed it. But without some sort of 
commercialism there can be no expansion, and the effeci 
was, I fear, only to add a little tolerably good stuff to 
fhe original pile of rubbish, where it looked even 
absurd. See any issue of The Studio or The Artist of 
the time. 

This craze for change of “ fashion” had another very 
dangerous contingency. The perpetrators of these 
horrors were very well satisfied with their efforts, and 
were a constant danger to anything old, or, as they 
would say, out of date; consequently, old furniture, old 
buildings, or anything decent, were in constant danger. 

To counter this (and the craze for restoration) Morris 
had founded the Society for the Preservation of Ancient 
Buildings, but it was only just beginning to get a real 
hold. 

The work of the great craftsmen of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries was relegated to the attic, or 
to cottages, except in the houses of some of the older 
nobility, whose conservatism has been of the utmost 
value. 

Another destructive agent was “ sanitation.” Drain- 
age was fairly general, but! sanitary appliances were in 
a rudimentary state, and were more useful in conveying 
gases and germs from the sewers to the houses than 
from the houses to the sewers, and, as the older the 
houses generally the older the drains, every old house 
was, in the eyes of the M.o.H. and the sanitary 
inspector, a potential death-trap. 

All sorts of buildings were sacrificed to this. Gonville 
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Hall (Gonville and Caius), Cambridge, was pulled down 
‘because of an epidemic, and Waterhouse put up one of 


his worst buildings in its place. 
The relationship between cleaning 


understood, and the common method of dealing with a 
germ was to sprinkle carbolic powder in the vicinity 


and hope for the best. 


A pleasant memory of the time is the visits, which 
were encouraged, to specialist manufacturers who par- 
ficularly catered for the profession. I mean such people 
as Thos. Elsley, where we were always welcome. I never 
met the old man, but the son-in-law, Chamberlain, was 


most helpful. 
furniture and 


They were makers 
leadwork, 


almost exclusively to the 
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designs of the elect. 
Brindley. The old gentleman in charge, whose name I 
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Another firm was Farmer and 


cannot recollect, was always top-hatted and frock- 


and germs was not 


coated. He must have been nearly ninety, but hale and 
hearty, with recollections of Pugin and Cockerell. 
Jacksons, the plasterers, were another firm, with a 


continuity right back to Georgian times, and, of course, 


of ironwork, door- 


Martin van Straaten, the Dutch tiler, whose Persian 
tiles I still want to buy if he should read this. Lowndes 
and Drury, the great glass-workers; Aumonier, the 
carver, of whom I was always afraid—he knew so much; 
and, of course, Lawrence Weaver (later Sir L, W.) 
who was then a traveller for Lockerbie and Wilkinson, 
were other outstanding people of the time. 





CITY OF LONDON 
RECONSTRUCTION 
EXHIBITION OF PLANS. 


Pxyans and drawings of post-war recon- 
struction in the City of London are now 
on view at the Royal Exchange, E.C.2. 
Prepared by the City Engineer, Mr. F. J. 
Forty, to:the instructions of the Improve- 
ments and Town Planning Committee, the 
drawings formed part of a Report by that 
Committee which was presented to the 
Court of Common Council on July, 26, 
1944. It was emphasised at the opening 
ceremony on Tuesday, October 31, that the 
proposals are tentative and criticisms and 
suggestions are invited. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning, who opened 
the exhibition, in the presence of a large 
gathering, which included the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, and other officials of the Cor- 
poration, said that no square mile in 
England and Wales more significantly 
represented the urgent needs which the 
Town and Country Planning Bill was 
intended to meet. Nobody could be 
unmindful of the 2,000 years of men’s 
living which had left their memorials in 
the walls and streets and buildings of the 
City, or of the magnificent achievements 
with which through those twenty centuries 
the citizens had so continuously mastered 
their opportunities. To-day saw yet 
another opportunity of adding to that 
unique record. 

In presenting their Report, continued the 
Minister, the Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee had made it clear 
that they had tried to follow a course 
midway between a plan which, given 
unlimited means, might fulfil every need 
of the future, and a plan limited to war- 
damaged sites and capable of being carried 
out within a few years. Whilst applaud- 
ing the Corporation’s decision to invite 
criticisms and suggestions, he asked critics 
to recognise the complexities with which 
the Committee had to dea] and the temper 
in which they had approached their work. 
There might be some acres in this country 
which could be planned without regard 
to history, tradition and functions, but the 
City of London was certainly not one of 
them. It was neither virgin soil nor’a 
museum piece. It could not be treated in 
abstraction from its proud history, its 
diverse functions, its great opportunities 
and the interests of the vast community 
of which it was the heart. The need for 
taking those and other elements into 
account was recognised by the Committee 
in their Report. 

‘*T hope,’’ concluded Mr. Morrison, 
‘that from the discussion which this ex- 
hibition will bring to a head the Court of 
Common Council will produce such a final 
scheme of reconstruction as will cause us 
once more to recall the words of the Royal 


Proclamation following the Great Fire’ 


nearly three hundred years ago—‘ A much 


more beautiful City than is at this time 
consumed.’ ”’ 

Mr. Ciaup W. Dennis (the chairman of 
the Improvements and Town Planning 
Committee) said that important projects 
for the construction of fine buildings to 
house City businesses were already re- 
ceiving the close consideration of the Com- 
mittee, and such projects were likely to 
come forward in increasing numbers. It 
was this class of development which would 
restore the City’s prosperity and prestige 
with the greatest security, but, particu- 
larly in regard, to retail trade, it might not 
be possible in every case for returning and 
new businesses to be housed at once in 
structures of permanence and quality. The 
Improvements and Town Planning Com- 
mittee in their desire to assist those who 
had been displaced would, therefore, give 
the most careful consideration to applica- 
tions involving temporary construction, 
subject to satisfactory safeguards. 

The exhibition will be open daily, in- 
cluding Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
until November 30. Admission is free. 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION 
50th ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING. 
Mr. Sypney Tarcuett, F.R.1B.A., 
took the chair at the 50th quarterly ordi- 
nary meeting of the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Council of the United Kingdom, held 
on October 20 at 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
The illness of Mr. J. H. Thorpe, K.C. 
(which has since, unfortunately, proved 
fatal), was referred to by the Chairman, 
who also announced the appointment as 
Chairman of the Appeal Tribunal in Mr. 
weer room of Mr. T. W. C. Carthew, 


The names of A. W. Metcalf and A. G. 
Moulton were removed from the Register 
for varying periods, written notice of the 
removal and determination to be served 
on them by the Registrar. 

Fifty-nine applications for Registration 
were approved and 43 rejected. On the 
motion of Mr. Roseveare, the name of 
one applicant which had been recom- 
mended for rejection was withdrawn for 
reconsideration. A balance of 585 of the 
original 5,242 applications under the 1938 
Act and under Regulation 26 (2) remain 
to be. dealt with. Since the last Council 
meeting the names of Henry L. Kerr 
(Dartford) and John R. Lister (Wakefield) 
have been placed on the Register as a 
result of appeals. Three appeals have been 
dismissed. 

The Chairman of the Professional Pur- 
poses Committee reported that the Com- 
mittee had considered at two meetings the 
reference to them by the Council of the 
extent to which an architect might 
properly buy and sell land, or acquire 
interest in the development of landed pro- 
perty. ‘‘ In view of the great importance 
of the question,’’ the Committee are taking 
the advice of counsel before making definite 
proposals. They hope to be able to report 
fully at the December meeting. 


OBITUARY 
Arnold Mitchell, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death, at the 
age of 81, of Mr. Arnold Mitchell. After 
a successful career as a student, in which 
he won the Soane Medallion, 1885, and the 
R.1.B.A. Silver Medal for Measured 
Drawings, 1886, he set up in practice and 
designed many important buildings, among 
them the first Brook House, Park-lane (for 
Sir Ernest Cassel); agricultural buildings 
for Cambridge University; University 
College School, Frognal; the May Fair 
Hotel and Thomas Cook’s headquarters, 
Berkeley-street; and several schools and 
houses. For many years he lived at 
Walpole House, Chiswick, but latterly had 
lived in retirement at Lyme Regis, where 
he occupied much of his time in gardening 
and sketching. His son is Mr. Edward 
Arnold Mitchell, A.R.I.B.A. He had been 
a member of the R.I.B.A. Council and was 
one of the oldest members of the Arts 
Club. 

Of the building of Brook House an 
amusing anecdote is told. When Sir 
Ernest (then Mr.) Cassel bought a house 
in Park-lane, Sir Benjamin Baker, the 
engineer, introduced Mr. Mitchell to him 
as a rising architect. Mr. Cassel took him 
to see the house, which had a large marble 
staircase. After a cursory survey, Mitchell 
said, ‘‘ I advise you to buy the next-door 
house as well, to put the staircase in.” 
Cassel replied, ‘‘ You are a young man,” 
and proceeded to follow his advice. 


Sydney Perks, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A. 

Mr. Sydney Perks, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A., 
Surveyor to the Corporation of the City of 
London from 1904 to 1931, whose death 
at Sevenoaks on November 2 we regretfully 
record, was the youngest son of the late 
Mr. C. Perks, of Sevenoaks, and was 
educated at King’s College School, and 
articled to the late Thomas Henry Watson, 
F.R.L.B.A. Specialising in the surveying 
side of his profession, Perks was in 1887 
elected a professional member of the Sur- 
veyors’ Institution, and he quickly became 
known for his skill in dealing with old 
buildings. He drew up restoration schemes 
for Guildhall end the Mansion House. Most 
of his architectural work was for public 
institutions in London; he was also respon- 
sible for housing schemes at Ilford, Lam- 
beth, Camberwell, Stepney, and Shadwell. 
Perks was joint architect of the new 
Gresham College, and he designed several 
Tondon memorials. His design for a 
bronze tablet to the poet Gray in Cornhill, 
in collaboration with S. W. Pomeroy, 
R.A., the sculptor, was shown in 1918 at 
the Royal Academy. 

In 1922 he published a history of the 
Mansion House; ‘‘ Essays on Old London ” 
came out in 1927; and ‘“‘ The Water Line 
of the City of London after the Great 
Fire’ in 1936. He was for several years 
a member of. the Council of the R.I.B.A., 
of which he was elected a Fellow in 1903. 
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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
(Concluded from page 369.) 
Members’ use. A floor of offices has been 

provided above the Chamber. 
Comparative figures for dimensions are : 
the Floor of the House, 68ft. by 45 ft. 
6in. (same); above gallery level, 48 ft. 
by 103ft. (previously 46ft. 6in. by 
84 ft.); height of Chamber, 46 ft. (44 ft.). 
The approximate estimate of cost, based 
on standard rates and conditions prevail- 
ing in 1939, is £784,000, excluding profes- 
sional and consulting fees, sound amplifica- 
tion apparatus, G.P.O. telephones, and 
the provision of curtains and movable 
furniture. Of this the Chamber itself 
represents approximately £251,305. The 
time necessary for preparation of working 
drawings, bills of quantities, etc., is esti- 
mated at 18 months after the supply of the 
M.o.W. surveys, and building operations 
are estimated to take four to five years. 


The Engineer’s Report. 

In his report, Dr. Oscar Faber states : 
“‘We propose that the air be introduced 
from the sides of the Chamber instead of 
from below. This will allow any dust 
which may be brought in to settle on the 
carpet on the floor without being picked 
up in the air-stream. The extract will 
be through apertures in the roof supple- 
mented by additional extracts near the 
floor. We aim at producing conditions 
approximating to those on a fine Spring 
day out of doors, tending to produce (a) 
cool heads and warm feet, and not vice 
versa; (b) refreshing variable air currents, 
mostly horizontal in direction; and (c) a 
pleasant relative humidity.’’ There will 
be five complete ventilating plants in all. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Town and Country Planning Bill. 

The House of Lords is making steady 
progress with the Town and Country 
Planning Bill. The second reading was 
taken last week, and it is hoped to con- 
clude the committee stage this week. 

The Bill met with a good deal of criti- 
cism during the second reading debate. 
Lorp LarHaM declared that the Bill was 
not a Town and Country Planning Bill at 
all. It was principally a Bill for the acqui- 
sition of land. The provisions with regard 
to war-damaged areas were worse as a re- 
sult of the passage of the Bill through 
the Commons than they were originally. 
The financial provisions were inadequate. 
The Bill would not even promote regional 
or area planning. 

Lorp MavuGHAM was not in favour of 
large powers being given to the local 
authorities. All the best private houses, 
he said, had been built by private enter- 
prise. If one saw the kind of town halls 
erected all over England, one was not 
greatly impressed by the powers of local 
authorities that they should be the sort 
of poe who ought to cover England 
wit uildings. The most beautiful 
square in London, if not England, 
Berkeley-square, was built in the reign of 
William and Mary. It had been destroyed 
with the consent of the L.C.C. in recent 
days. That, he thought, was during the 
reign of Lord Latham. 

Lorp LatHaM said that the L.C.C. had 
no power in the matter and when it in- 
vited the Ministry, in connection with 
another square to give it power, it was 
refused. 

Lorp Maucuam retorted that, under the 
Act of 1932, the L.C.C. had the power and 
he did not know who had advised them 
they had not. 

LorpD BaLFouR OF BURLEIGH complained 
that the Bill did not contain anything 
about national planning. Its more correct 
title would be “The Great Cities Exten- 
sion Bill” or a “ Bill for the Intensifica- 
tion of Suburban Sprawl.” It put the 
housing engine back on the old rails. 

LorD CHESHAM complained of the 
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burdens the Bill would impose on pro- 
perty owners, many thousands of them 
owners of small properties. 

THE BisHop oF LONDON declared that 
churches were going to be compulsorily 
purchasable. If the City of London 
thought it a good thing to redevelop the 
City, without St. Paul’s, it could do so 
with the Minister’s consent. He did not 
question the principle, but if a local 
authority did compulsorily acquire a 
church building, the purchase should be 
subject to any requirements by the de- 
nomination concerned as to the use to 
which the building was subsequently put. 
Otherwise a local authority would have 
pores to take a church compulsorily and 

and it over for a cinema or a fun fair or 
even to lower forms of public life. 

THE LoRD CHANCELLOR denied that the 
building work involved in reconstruction 
and replanning was to be reserved for the 
Ministry of Works as distinguished from 
being open for the employment of private 
enterprise. There would be need for the 
full assistance of private enterprise and 
it would certainly be allowed to take its 
full share in the tremendous work of 
reconstruction. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Portal Houses. 

Mr. Hiaces asked the Minister of Health 
if he would state the districts in which 
the Portal houses would, in the near 
future, be placed on exhibition; and how, 
in view of the wish of Lord Portal not to 
have his name associated with them, 
they would, in future, be officially desig- 
nated. 

Miss HorssruGH said that arrange- 
ments were being made to exhibit full- 
sized models in Newcastle, Leeds, Man- 
chester, Nottingham, Birmingham, Cam- 
bridge, Cardiff and Bristol. The tem- 
porary house in question, though de- 
signed by the Ministry of Works, was 
officially known as the _pressed-steel 
bungalow. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health whether he had established any 
formula by which he would determine 
the priority of delivery of emergency 
factory-built houses to the different com- 
munities; whether he was yet ready to 
receive applications from local authori- 
ties for emergency factory-built houses 
and the approximate date he expected to 
deliver these so that local authorities 
might know approximately when they 
must have their roads and mains for 
water, sewage, electricity and gas ready; 
and as he intended paying for the emer- 
gency factory-built houses by the same 
costing procedure as was employed in the 
payment of munitions, whether he would 
introduce the time-studying methods 
which produced: such benefits in speed 
and costing, as in the case of filling 
factories. 

Mr. WILLINK said that a number of 
local authorities were asked on August 15 
whether they wished to apply for an allo- 
cation of temporary bungalows and he 
hoped shortly to make a first allocation, 
which would be accompanied by a 
memorandum of guidance dealing with 
the acquisition and preparation of sites, 
and other matters. It was anticipated that 
the production of the bungalows on a 
substantial scale would begin early next 
summer. Priority of delivery would be 
largely governed by the availability of 
developed sites. The costing procedure 
to be employed was a matter for the 
Minister of Works, who was giving it 
careful consideration. 


The Subsidy. 

Sir CHarres Epwarps asked the 
Minister of Health, whether, seeing that 
temporary houses would be erected 
chiefly by unskilled labour, he would 
arrange with local authorities the condi- 
tions and subsidy to be paid for erecting 
more permanent houses. and_ enabling 
them to use for this purpose the skilled 
labour available. 

Miss HoRsBRUGH said that the Minister 
was already discussing with representa- 
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tives of the local authority associations 
the terms and conditions of subsidy in 
respect of permanent houses. 


Payments to Contractors. 

Mr. A. Epwarps asked the Minister of 
Health if he was aware that serious de- 
lays of payments to small contractors en- 
gaged on London repairs were occurring 
due to shortage of staff; and would he 
speed up the return of staff from less im- 
portant work to which they had pre- 
viously been directed. 

Mr. WILLINK said he was aware that 
some complaints had been made, but 
these had been dealt with promptly and 
steps had been taken to prevent a recur- 
rence. He was doing his utmost to 
strengthen the staffs of local authorities 
for this as well as for other purposes. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it.must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who w 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


“Vacancies for Architects.” 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Whilst ignoring the irrelevant 
personalities and peculiar references to 
social snobbishness, financial greed and 
political fences which are thrown up occa- 
sionally from behind the smoke screen of 
anonymity which obscures the identity of 
‘* Lancastrian,’’ I should like to make a 
few final comments on recent letters on 
this subject, even though they may pro- 
voke your correspondent once more to 
reiterate his confusion of the legal qualifi- 
cation to practise with the technical 
qualification to do so. 

I note that he at last recognises that the 
profession is now closed to all except those 
who have passed an entrance examination 
which qualifies them for election as Asso- 
ciates R.I.B.A. There is nothing unjust 
in this outcome of the Registration Acts— 
even ‘ Phildee’’ could not expect that a 
candidate must design and build before it 
can be decided whether or not he should 
be allowed to continue to do so, a pro- 
cedure reminiscent of the old story of the 
boy who was not allowed to go into the 
water until he could swim. 

The next generation being beyond the 
need of ‘‘ Lancastrian’s expert guidance 
and the method of their qualification deter- 
mined, the subject is narrowed to the 
registered architects who have not passed 
a qualifying examination. He says that 
the status of the examined and unexamined 
is equalised and both are qualified to prac- 
tise; nobody denies that the legal status 
and the legal qualifications of both classes 
are equal. But when an authority adver- 
tises for the services of an architect or 
assistant architect the need for the legal 
qualification is implicit in the title and 
reference to membership of the R.I.B.A. 
concerns technical qualification, which is 
something quite different. 

** Lancastrian ’’ seeks to attach a degree 
of quality to admission to the Register 
on a practice qualification, and refers to 
the numbers of applications which were 
rejected as evidence that competence and 
ability were factors considered. Is it not 
the case that such rejections were due to 
the fact that the applicants were not hona- 
fide architects? The law could not be 
administered so as to take away the liveli- 
hood of any person who over a certain 
period prior to the passing of the Acts 
had earned his living in a hona-fide archi- 
tectural capacity, whatever his technical 
ability, and admission to the Register is 
on a purely legal basis. 

Both ‘‘Lancastrian’’ and ‘‘ Phildee ” 
argue on the assumption that all 


A.R.I.B.A.s are aged about 21 or have 
not practised since that age, and that all 
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non-members of the R.I.B.A. are over- 
flowing with practical knowledge and 
experience, 

The former compares the two classes as 
‘those capable of doing ’’ and those who 
have ‘‘ done,” evidently unaware that the 
‘‘ capables ’’ have also ‘‘ done,’’ and that 
many of the’ ‘‘ dones’’ have more than 
once proved that they were not really 
‘* capable of doing.” 

‘‘Phildee’’ is extremely amusing on 
this point, despite the red herring of 
Official versus Private Architects dragged 
across the trail. My colleagues in some 
of the big official departments must have 
fallen off their stools in hysterics when 
they read that ‘‘ professional civil servants 
and local government officers rarely ven- 
ture into the hard fields of life. They 
can afford to be mainly theoretical... .” 
Even more comical is his caricature of the 
private firms ‘‘ where no doubt the prin- 
cipal is qualified by examination ’’ (there 
is an obvious moral there) ‘‘ but the assis- 
tants are hardy, experienced men whose 
time has been spent in contact with the 
real world and the school of life.”” These 
tough guys ‘‘ cannot afford to make mis- 
takes, and’ they certainly have not had 
time to fill their heads with mere book 


learning . - . nor the time to swot.’”’ It 
must be that these herrgnvolk of 
‘*Phildee’s”’ imagination acquire the 


secret weapon of unerring ability by 
intuition; little wonder that they look 
down their weather-beaten noses at mere 
B.Arch.s, F,s and A.s R.I.B.A., who, 
born without this intuitive faculty, have 
found it necessary to take full advantage 
of Caxton’s useful invention! After thirty 
years’ experience I somehow find that 
‘* swotting ’’ is still necessary to keep up 
with modern developments, and the vast 
sales of the Stationery Office alone are 
some indication that ‘‘ Phildee’s’’ terror 
of ‘‘booklearning’’ and “‘ theories” is 
fortunately a rare complaint. 

The whole question boils down to the 
manner in which the embryo architect 
occupies the first fives years or so of his 
career. One is keen enough to undertake 
a methodical course of study (either full 
time or part time) and submit his acquired 
knowledge to the test of examination; 
another in the same period does not trouble 
to take that course, yet later resents the 
recognition and preference the former has 
earned by his diligence. 

The latter may, if he wishes, seek 
psychological compensation in the illusion 
of his imagined superiority as what he 
terms ‘‘a practical man’’; but on the 
other hand, if he cares to make the effort 
he would find in “ Aldico’s”’ solution a 
complete cure. 

Leonarp Ceci Howrrr. 

Manchester. 


Builders’ Organisations. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Str,—Two consecutive letters in your 
issue of November 3 provided a striking 
commentary upon the lack of foresight on 
the part of many builders in regard to 
organisation in our industry. 

Mr. Brennan reports the formation of 
yet another Association purporting to pro- 
tect the interests of small builders, but his 
aims as set out are not very clear. He 
apparently asks that maintenance work 
shall be carried out, but that the War 
Damage Commission shall be in control, 
although, of course, this work is outside 
their responsibility. In the third para- 
graph he takes the line, which is unusual 
for a builder, of urging the use of direct 
labour by local authorities—it is not clear 
how this will serve to retain the identity 
of private firms. Perhaps the wording of 
his statement is unfortunate, but what is 
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very clear is that he aims to retain the 
identity of the smaller maintenance firms, 
and this the L.M.B.A. are strenuously sup- 
porting with a substantial measure of 
success. A separate approach on different 
lines by yet another Association can only 
lead to further confusion. 

Mr. Yudkin makes much the same com- 
plaint. I am sorry if he incorrectly 
thought that the L.M.B.A. does not repre- 
sent the ‘‘ small man with four or five 
men,’’ because nearly 15 per cent. of our 
present membership are in that category. 
I would like Mr. Yudkin to attend, as my 
guest, one of our Area meetings, where 
he will find many builders like himself 
and where he will learn that the L.M.B.A., 
in fact, has their interest very much in 
mind and that a very great deal is being 
done for them. 

I claim without hesitation that a lot of 
the troubles from which builders—small, 
medium and large—are suffering to-day are 
due to the many separate approaches 
which are being made by various Associa- 
tions with varying outlooks, all of which 
lead the authorities to say that the build- 
ing industry is disunited. The National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
to which the L.M.B.A. is affiliated, is the 
one organisation covering all employers of 
all kinds in the industry, and which is 
recognised by the Government as such for 
all matters of policy, negotiations with the 
trade unions, etc. 
realise that there is a place and a warm 
welcome awaiting them in our ranks, 
and that ‘‘ unity is strength,”’ so much the 
sooner shall we be able to achieve even 
more in the interests of those firms who 
have suffered as a result of the upheaval 
of these tragic war years. We have great 
and responsible tasks ahead of our trade— 
let us unite to see that we are enabled to 
fulfil them. 

G. H. A. Hugues, 

London, W.C.1. Director, L.M.B.A. 


M.o.W. Standard Schedule of Prices: 
Concrete. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Mr. J. J. Hayes, by his letter in 
your correspendence columns of October 
20, has referred to my concrete materials 
formula and applied it to well-graded 
aggregate containing only 30 per cent. 
voids, and by his application shows that 
the M.o.W. may be correct in allowing 
that 24ft. cube coarse aggregate (without 
sand), 12ft. cube sand and 4ft. cube 
cement will make lyd. cube of mixed 
concrete. Subject to the voids being oniy 
30 per cent. and the sand being perfectly 
dry, the computation made by Mr. Hayes is 
correct. But I believe that every practicai 
authority in this country will back me 
when I state that in my long experience 
as a surveyor I have found the aggregates 
used for all ordinary types of concrete, 
and certainly those mostly used for war- 
time building and public works, contain 
from 40 per cent. to 45 per cent. voids. 

From the considerable amount of 
expert opinion which I have received wn 
connection with my _ contentions and 
formula, it appears that it has hit the 
target, and will prevent contractors and 
their estimators making a loss which 
would be difficult te avoid if some of the 
antiquated formule are used by them. 

R. V. Bovcuton, A.I.Struct.E. 
Streatham, S.W.16. 


London Repairs. 
Vo tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—There has been a spate of articles, 
letters, reports, recommendations and 
apologies in connection with the repair of 
war-damaged London houses, but nowhere 
has the root causé of the delay and mis- 
management been properly located. 
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The responsibility for the repair ot 
some 1,000,000 houses has been placed on 
the local authorities. This means that 95 
local authorities have been forced to as- 
sume the role of master builders. In 
practice this means, of course, that this 
function is discharged in each case by the 
borough engineer. No one hag a greater 
respect than I for the qualities of the 
borough engineer. In normal  cir- 
cumstances he has a multitude of tasks, 
and is probably the most hard-worked 
official on the council’s staff. In war time, 
with a depleted staff, this is doubly true. 
It is no disparagement of his virtues, 
therefore, to suggest that he is not fitted, 
either by training or experience, to fulfil 
the functions proper to a master builder 
in control of numerous sub-contractors. 

The organisation of the practical exe- 
cution of building work is a specialised 
job, and no one can replace the experi- 
ence of the master builder himself. This 
experience exists and is available every- 
where, but it is not being utilised. In- 
stead, the master builders themselves are 
employed in the subsidiary capacity of 
sub-contractors and compelled to use what- 
ever labour. skilled or otherwise, that is 
allotted to them. 

It is scarcely surprising, therefore, that 
instead of an organised and disciplined 
attack on a pre-scheduled task, there is a 
hand-to-mouth scramble by ill-balanced 
angs with no clearly-defined objective. 
What skilled labour there is will not un- 
naturally be found on those jobs where 
the builder is working to a contract price. 

Supervision is not so much absent as 
ill-chosen. I know of one clerk of works 
whose previous experience has been as a 
foreman shop-fitter. However good a 
craftsman he may be, or however capable 
of supervising high-class joinery work, it 
is obvious that he is simply not equipped 
to supervise jobbing house repairs. This 
is not an isolated case, and it means that 
work is in the charge of supervisors who 
are incapable of knowing whether the 
work is proceeding at a satisfactory pace 
or in the proper sequence. 

The remedy is the short and obvious one 
of placing the control of building opera- 
tions under those qualified by training 
and experience to control it. The 
especial skill necessary to direct the exe- 
cution of building work, specify exactly 
what needs to be done, in what manner 
it shall be done, and to ensure by per- 
sonal supervision that it is, in fact, so 
done, is all part of the normal duties of 
the architect. Yet if there is one class of 
skilled knowledge that has been consist- 
ently ignored it is that of the archi- 
tects. -I understand that the Royal In- 
stitute of British Architects has prepared 
a list of its members who are in a posi- 
tion to help, but only a very small pro- 


portion has been utilised by the 
authorities. 
The master builders, whose especial 


skill lies in the proper organisation of 
labour and materials necessary to execute 
building work in the most effective and 
economica}) manner, is accustomed to 
working under an architect’s direction. 
Both know each other’s problems and 
functions. Between them there is no 
building problem that cannot be success- 
fully overcome. There is no other way 
of ensuring a properly concentrated attack 
on this urgent repair work. 

I am sure that the present position is 
only tolerated by the public and its 
Members of Parliament simply because of 
a lamentable ignorance of how building 
operations are normally carried out. 

R. Bryta Winter, L.R.I.B.A. 

Chingford, Essex. 


{Other correspondence is 
over.—Ep.] 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


LORD BALFOUR OF BURLEIGH ON PLANNING LEGISLATION 


Tue Architectural Association was 
addressed, at its meeting on October 31, 
by Lord Balfour of Burleigh, who de- 
livered a lecture on the subject of Plan- 
ning eg verry The meeting was held 
at 356, Bedford-square, W.C.1, and Mr. 
A. F. B. Anderson, F.R.I.B.A. (Presi- 
dent), was in the chair. 

THE LECTURER said that he had been 
sitting in the House of Lords the whole 
of that afternoon listening to the first 
day’s debate there on the Town and 
Country Planning Bill. Planning was one 
thing and legislation another; things 
which everybody could see were in the 

ublic interest were most difficult to trans- 
ate into legislation. He would try to 
give some idea of the prospects of getting 
a long-term planning policy. The Govern- 
ment’s policy had been presented in two 
different parts, i.e., the Town and Coun- 
try Planning Bill and the White Paper on 
Land Uses. From the time when Lord 
Reith had left office until Lord Woolton’s 
appointment no progress had been made, 
and now that we were getting legislation 
it did not carry out the objects of the 
Uthwatt Committee. In the Bill there 
was no national planning, the whole thing 
was left to local authorities. 

As to compensation and betterment, the 
Uthwatt analysis had been accepted by 
the Government, but there was: nothing 
in the Bill to overcome the difficulties 
inherent in the compensation and better- 
ment problem. The Uthwatt analysis 
proved that unless the conflict between 
public and private interest could be over- 
come, national planning was impossible. 
The White Paper presented the Govern- 
ment’s solution, but in the Bill there was 
nothing about it. The 1932 Act was in- 
capable of meeting the national need; 
something more flexible and far-reaching 
was required. National initiative was 
necessary. For example, the County of 
London plan provided for an over-spill of 
between 500,000 and 600,000 people, but 
it was not within the L.C.C.’s competence 
to decide where those people should go. 
From 1921 to 1931 the population of 
Greater London had increased by 800,000, 
and from 1932 to 1939 by another 900,000. 
If this rate of increase were to go on for 
the next ten years the increase in the 
population of Greater London would be a 
further 1,600,000. In other parts of the 
country the population was static or 
tended to decline. On September 27 this 
year he had moved in the House of Lords 
to resolve that the decentralisation, decon- 
gestion and redevelopment of our great 
cities should be an object of national policy ; 
and Lord Woolton had accepted the motion. 
He (Lord Balfour) made a difference be- 
tween decongestion and decentralisation, 
because decongestion might mean no more 
than clearing up centres, whereas decen- 
tralisation meant that population should 
go right out to new or smaller towns. 

Two other principles of national policy 
were the preservation of agricultural land 
and the Barlow theme of balanced indus- 
trial development. The Government paid 
lip service to these principles, but pro- 
vided no machinery to carry them out. 
The White Paper accepted the Uthwatt 
analysis, but rejected the solution, 1.e., 
the purchase of development rights. At 
the time of the Uthwatt Report there had 
been a large measure of acceptance for it, 
but as time had gone on, opposition had 
grown, and now the whole thing was to 
be postponed for five years, and it was 
clear that the amount of compensation 


would depend on the amount of better- 
ment collected. A book-keeping commis- 
sion would be set up inside the Treasury 
to balance compensation against better- 
ment. Compensation was to be kept down, 
and the more the 1939 price was raised by 
concessions to owners the more difficult 
this would be. In the past, local authori- 
ties had been prevented from proper plan- 
ning by fear of excessive compensation ; 
and under the White Paper scheme such 
planning would still be impossible because 


the betterment collected would not he’ 


sufficient to pay adequate compensation. 
As there was no prospect of getting an 
amending Bill before the General Election, 
the prospect of getting adequate long-term 
planning was by far the most important 
social service we had to consider, because 
it would make or mar the housing policy of 
the Government. During the inter-war 
years the Government’s housing policy 
had been enlarging the big towns, and 
thereby cutting the people off from contact 
with the countryside, and now the engine 
of housing was being’ started down the 
same old track. He did not like the pro- 
vision in the Bill of enormous powers 2f 
acquisition of freehold by local authorities. 
These would take the local and not the 
national point of view; but if factories 
ought not to go to a local authority for 
national reasons, this should be a national 
matter and the national Exchequer should 
pay. Rather than the acquisition of free- 
hold by local authorities he would prefer 
to see such land as must be acquired in 
the public interest purchased by the Ex- 
chequer and vested in a Land Commission. 
He would like to see that Commission 
manage the land on good estate manage- 
ment lines leasing to local authorities for 
housing and open spaces at rents commen- 
surate with such user.- This suggestion 
had been made in the House of Lords and 
not seriously criticised, but it was now too 
late to get it into the present Bill. The 
Government had not realised that the 
whole fate of housing depended on long- 
term planning. Flats would be provided ; 
these were better than basements, but the 
man who wanted a house and bit of 
private garden would not be able to get it. 


Discussion. 
Mr. ArtHUuR Kenyon, F.R.1B.A., 
moving a vote of thanks to the lecturer, 
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said Lord Balfour had been depressing. 
He had suggested that we had almost 
missed the time when we could do long- 
term planning. But architects hoped that 
long-term planning on a_ national - basis, 
would still be possible, because if a plan 
was done in small areas it would not be 
possible to see the picture as a whole. 
At the present moment local authorities 
were requiring guidance from the Govern- 
ment. He agreed with what had been 
said about housing between the wars, and 
was afraid that unless we were careful the 
present housing policy might be a 
catastrophe. 

Mr. J. Murray Easton, F.R.1.B.A., 
who seconded the resolution for a vote of 
thanks, said the proposals of the White 
Paper and the Uthwatt Committee, especi- 
ally the latter, were difficult. The defini- 
tion between developed and undeveloped 
land was hard to apply. A small committee 
of the R.I.B.A. had considered the matter 
and come to the conclusion that there was 
no easier solution except a Land Commis- 
sion to lease land to those requiring it. 

Mr. A. H. Moperty said the Govern- 
ment was neglecting things which were 
most essential. The lecturer had said that 
a proposal for the Government to buy a 
certain amount of land and lease it to 
local authorities would meet no serious 
opposition from any section of the House 
of Lords. Many people thought that 
nationalisation of the land was the solution 
which the Uthwatt Committee probably 
thought the soundest, but that the Com- 
mission had not felt itself in a position to 
advocate this.. The proposal made by Lord 
Balfour might be a step in the right 
direction. 

THE LECTURER said it must not be sup- 
posed that no serious opposition would 
arise to nationalisation of the land; three- 
quarters of the Conservative Party would 
go to the stake rather than have it. He 
was a member of the Carlton Club, and a 
fellow-members had said to him: ‘‘ I would 
almost sooner the war had not been fought 
than have nationalisation of land.’’ If he 
(Lord Balfour) thought the land when 
nationalised would be better administered 
in the interests of the community he would 
not object to it. Who would manage it 
best? He did not think the local authori- 
ties would, and he thought a suitably 
composed Land Commission would best 
administer such land as had to be pur- 
chased for public purposes. 

Mr. Buckmaster said planning and 
housing were closely related, but, like all 
partners, they quarrelled incessantly. 
People were crying out for houses, and it 
seemed to him that long-term planning 
would mean that we should succeed in 
eliminating slum basements but still have 
slum houses. 

Mr. Tom Brappock said there seemed 
to be a spirit of complete hopelessness over 
this meeting. Lord Balfour had said that 
rather than steps should be taken to make 
a basic plan possible 75 per cent. of the 
Conservative Party would die at the 
stake. Was not that where the trouble 
lay? It was not that we did not know 
the proper way to plan; we had town 
planners, architects, technicians, the finest 
building trade workers in the world, and 
we had land and materials. What was in 
the way? Our own stupidity in putting 
the control of our affairs into the hands 
of men who had a vested interest in the 
private ownership of land. The question 
was a political one. 

THE LECTURER objected very strongly to 
Mr. Braddock taking advantage of the 
occasion to make a political speech. 

Mr. W. L. Woop said he agreed with 
the lecturer on housing, but on every other 
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point he disagreed. If you were going to 
draft labour from one place to another 
you had to prepare for a tremendous shift 
of population against the will of the people 
concerned. All sorts of family connections 
and friendships would be broken. As to 
the suggested Land Commission, he would 
remind hearers of what had happened in 
Carlton House-terrace and Regent-street. 
Lf we had land nationalisation and handed 
over development to some Commission, or 
even to the L.C.C., the aim would be to 
let the land at the highest possible price. 
He had looked down the whole list of wit- 
nesses before the Barlow and other Com: 
missions and found amongst them not one 
manufacturer who had built up a business. 
Lord Nuffield, who had built up a great 
business originating from a small bicycle 
shop in Oxford, was an example of such 
men. He could not have succeeded if he 
had been forced to go to Coventry. Eighty 
per cent. of the big factories in England 
and Wales had had such a beginning. 

THE LECTURER replied that he did not 
want to say to a factory owner, ‘‘ Go 
there.” The most you could do was to 
set up tendencies. If we were going to 
have all the big towns enlarging as before 
the war the result would be chaos. With 
regard to the Land Commission exacting 
the highest possible rent, he (Lord Balfour) 
had said there should be good estate 
management, and good estate management 
lid not mean the highest possible rents 
but considering the interests of the whole 
estate. 

The vote 
accorded. 


SAVING FOR THE PEACE 


Tue belief that while certain Govern- 
mental controls and restrictions were essen- 
tial, nothing could take the place of indi- 
vidual self-control and that the new post- 
war world could only become a reality 
ihrough work and continued personal 
sucrifice was expressed by Lorp 
KINDERSLEY last week when outlining the 
plans for an intensified campaign of 
National Savings laid by the War Savings 
Committee of the Building, Civil Engineer- 
ing and Allied Trades. He was speaking 
it a luncheon to the technical Press of the 
building industry at the Connaught Hotel, 
W. ‘It is as essential,’ he said, ‘‘ to 
save in peace as in war, but for a different 
set of reasons.”’ 

Mr. Georce Hicks, M.P. (Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works), who 
occupied the chair, said that we had saved 
to provide the weapons of war; we must 
continue to save to enable us to turn to 
the preparation of the weapons of libera- 
tion. Mr. Bevin had said that we should 
have five million men engaged post-war 
in building and civil engineering, or 
with their dependants 20 million persons. 
This represented an enormous potential, 
aud every effort should be made to 
encourage consistent saving. That applied, 
he would emphasise, not only to operatives 
but to employers. As regards the former, 
agents, foremen and shop stewards could 
help enormously. If their sympathy could 
be won, there was no reason why the 
principle of deducting voluntary weekly 
savings—which had been approved by the 
Employers’ ‘and ‘Operatives’ Federations— 
should not be applied. 

Mr. Hicks drew attention to a new 
poster (reproduced on this page) which 
would shortly be issued. 

Lorp Krnperstey said that while the 
emotional appeal of the war was gomg 
as a means of encouraging national savings, 
there was room for a realistic appeal. 
The savings necessary to rebuild the new 
world must come more and more from the 


of thanks was heartily 
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small investor’s pocket. It was as essen- 
tial to save in peace as in war, but for 
different reasons. The reasons were (a) to 
liquidate wartime expenditure; (b) to meet 
the cost of social improvements; and (c) to 
provide the capital for export trade; and 
he would suggest as a slogan : ‘‘ Industry 
Restored; Jobs for All; Homes Available ; 
and War Damage Repaired.”’ 

Lord Kindersley paid tribute to the 
work of the War Savings Committee, 
especially Mr. H. C. Harland, who had 
shown in his firm, Messrs. John Laing 
and Son, Ltd., how well the deduction-at- 
source scheme could work; Mr. 
Adamson, who had done so well with the 
Stamps scheme; Mr. E. &. Chapman, of 
the Holidays Management scheme; and 
Mr. W. T. Creswell, K.C., the Honorary 
Secretary to the Committee, who had 
visited many parts of the country to ex- 
plain the Savings schemes. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


AN EXAMPLE IN QUANTITY SURVEYING. 
By Arthur J. Willis, F.S.I, (Distribu- 
tion by Crosby, Lockwood and Sons 
Ltd., 20, Tudor Street E.C.4). Price, 
25s. 7d, post free. 

In a preface to his Hlements of 
Quantity Surveying, Mr. Willis fore- 
shadowed the eventual appearance of a 
book in which the student quantity sur- 
veyor should be given a complete ex- 
ample of the measurement of a small 
bui —s in order to grasp the method 
of applying in practice the elementary 
knowledge already obtained. The work 
under review represents the fulfilment 
of that undertaking. It follows an un- 
usual form in that it consists in a series 
of documents, six in all, relating to the 
measurement of a pair of cottages, and 
contained in a substantial book cover. 
They comprise dimensions, with a com- 
mentary; abstract; and bill; with three 
full-seale plates. Unusual though the 
format is, it is yet most convenient for 
the student, as it corresponds to con- 
ditions met in practice and as such is 
to be commended. Advanced students 
may find some of the running com- 
mentary in the ‘‘ Dimensions” section 
already within their knowledge, but this, 
if a fault, is a good one. No doubt in- 
dividual quantity surveyors will find 
certain descriptions of items expressed 
in a different manner from that to which 
they are accustomed, but this is in no 
sense a criticism of a publication which is 
right up to the minute and which can 
confidently be recommended not only to 
the student but to every person engaged 
in the executive side of building. 


TIMBER USERS 
“AD HOC” COMMITTEE SET UP. 


THE uncertainties of the timber position 
have been causing considerable anxiety 
amongst the users of timber, and as a 
result various timber consumer associa- 
tions have for some time past been con- 
sulting together with regard to the whole 
position. The associations concerned, 
which are listed below, recently decided to 
set up an ad hoc committee so that activi- 
ties could be effectively co-ordinated :— 
the British Furniture Manufacturers’ 
Federated Association, the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association (Inc.), 
the National Federation of Box and 
Packing Case Manufacturers, the Railway 
Carriage and Wagon Builders’ Associa- 
tion, the Schoel Furniture Manufacturers’ 
Association, the Timber Building Mana- 
facturers’ Association, the Timber and 
General Fencing Contractors’ Association. 

These associations hope that other simi- 
lar associations will join them. Informa- 
tion can be obtained from the Joint Secre- 
taries to the Committee—Mr. Cuthbert 
Greig, Secretary of the British Furniture 
Manufacturers’ Federated Association; 
Mr. R. G. Harvey-Greenham, Secretary 
of the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association (Inc.); and Mr. G. E. Titley. 
Secretary of the Timber Building Manu- 
facturers’ Association—at St. Paul’s 
House, 61-3, St. Paul’s-churchyard, E.C.4. 

The committee have already asked the 
Minister of Supply to receive a deputa- 
tion to discuss the timber situation in the 
period immediately following the cessation 
of hostilities with Germany, together with 
certain other problems peculiar to the 
users of timber. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Journal. 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors 
have issued the second number of the 
Journal, which contains Institute news. 
The Hon. Editor is Mr. T. Pemberton, 
¥.1.Q.8., 5,  Leicester-street, Wolver- 
hampton. 
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BUILDING DURING THE 
RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD 


An address on the above subject 
was given by Mr. C. W. Gtover, 
M.LStruct.E., F.LA.A., at- a - recent 


meeting of Central Area No. 3 of the 
L.M.B.A. Mr. Wilfred E. Mullen, 
F.1.0.B., Mayor of Holborn, was in the 
chair. 

Referring to prefabrication, Mr. GLover 
said there was no doubt that during the 
emergency period, to meet the phenomenal 
demand for rapid house construction, pre- 
fabrication would have to be employed to 
a much greater extent than in the past. 
There was no reason why factory-made 
and scientifically designed houses should 
not be as comfortable or even more com- 
fortable to live in than houses constructed 
by traditional methods, but he was con- 
fident that the British public would not 
long be content with ugly and standardised 
dwellings of a mass-produced type. Ex- 
perience after the last war proved that 
for housing nothing provided a cheaper or 
more satisfactory substitute for the 11-in. 
cavity brick wall. No amount of factory 
prefabrication would entirely eliminate 
the site craftsman, but during the emer- 
gency period by far the greatest propor- 
tion of the labour might be employed in 
the factory. 

He felt that the easiest way to provide 
accommodation for the maximum number 
of people with the minimam expenditure 
of materials and labour and also with the 
greatest expedition was by a minimum 
unit containing fully-equipped kitchen, 
bathroom, etc., sizeable living-room and 
one bedroom, designed in such a way as 
to permit the addition of bedrooms as and 
when the requirements of the family might 
demand. 

Here the speaker produced a demonstra- 
tion model of his own making. ‘‘ This 
model,’’ he said, ‘‘ shows a proposal of my 
own. In this case, the first unit in pre- 
fabricated construction with conventional 
appearance—rough-cast walls and tiled 
roof, being a bungalow containing fitted 
kitchen, bathroom, living-room and two 
bedrooms, estimated cost £500, with pro- 
vision for the separate addition of three 
extra bedrooms at £60 apiece.” 

Prefabrication of houses by what might 
be called coach-building technique would 
not remain a permanent method of pro- 
viding housing, but prefabrication, in so 
far as it might assist traditional methods, 
was likely to endure. ’’ For example,”’ 
said the speaker, ‘‘ it seems to me that 
individual plumbing in housing may well 
in time be entirely replaced by completely 
prefabricated plumbing units made to a 
range of standards. Similarly, complete 
kitchen units with all the labour-aiding 
devices installed may well completely 
supersede the old methods of independent 
installation of a heterogeneous collection 
of unmatched fittings. In traditional 
building there is at present very consider- 
able waste of material. In floors, for 
example, timber joists are installed to 
carry, themselves, the whole of the dead 
and superimposed load. Boarding is 
affixed thereto in various ways, but not 
so as to provide any material additional 
load-carrving capacity to the floor as a 
whole. Tests with stressed skin plywood 
construction have shown the very consider- 
able economy in material which can be 
obtained by cementing thick plywood 
flooring and then plywood ceiling to light 
joists in prefabricated sections for various 
spans and in widths convenient for 
handling. Such assembled flooring 


‘lumber’ with any specified hard-wearing 
surface will shortly be available in this 
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country, and similar prefabricated roofing 
‘lumber’ will also be available. This 
last further minimises timber roof framing 
and provides the much-needed insulation.’’ 

After ‘‘ questions and answers”’ a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Glover was 
proposed by Mr. R. L. Roserts, Vice- 
Chairman of the Area. 


APPRENTICESHIP 
BUILDING 


MR. G. H. A. HUGHES’S APPEAL. 

SPEAKING to the South Western Area 
members of the London Master Builders’ 
Association at Hounslow on- November 1, 
Mr. G. H. A. Huaues, Director of the 
Association, said he hoped it would be 
possible for the controls which were now 
imposed upon the industry by reason of 
the exigencies of the war to be removed at 
the earliest opportunity. The Joint Coun- 
cil of the industry, governing as it did 
wages and conditions, had functioned so 
successfully that there had not been a 
stoppage of labour since 1924. He 
appealed to every builder to consider very 
carefully the question of engaging as 
many apprentices as the business would 
permit, in order to augment the labour 
supply of the country. There would have 
to be an intake of 25,000 apprentices into 
the industry if the demands of post-war 
work were to be met, and of this figure 
London’s quota was approximately 6,000. 
It was necessary that the — type of boy 
should be encouraged to take up building 
as a career. The question of improving 
the status of the builder had been under 
consideration recently and preliminary 
discussion was taking place with a view 
to a Chair of Building Science being es- 
tablished at Cambridge. 

Mr. W. J. Lacey (vice-chairman of the 
area) presided over a record attendance 
which included Col. J. E. Vollmer, Com- 
mander A.C.E. District, United States 
Army. Mr. Lacey referred to the dissatis- 
faction felt at the present time by firms 
in London who, having had their own 
men directed away from them to the pro- 
vinces for work on Government contracts, 
now saw provincial contractors being 
brought to London complete with plant, 
staff and labour to carry out first-aid 
repairs. 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
EMPLOYERS 


Mr. G. O. Swayne, M.I.0.B., took the 
chair at the autumn general Meeting of 
the Southern Counties Federation held on 
October 25, and also at a luncheon of the 
Federation which was the occasion of a 
presentation of silver fish eaters to My 
S. J. Kingerlee, Immediate Past President. 
and Mrs. Kingerlee. Mr. Swayne spoke 
warmly of the service Mr. Kingerlee had 
given the Federation during his year of 
office, when he had brought. to every meet. 
ing he attended, and to all the problems 
with which he was concerned, a Spirit of 
geniality and co-operation and a fund of 
shrewd common-sense. During 1943 Mr 
Kingerlee had attended nearly 100 national 
regional and local meetings. : 

One hundred and seventy members 
representing most of the 39 affiliated 
Local Associations, were present at the 
general meeting, when many matters were 
keenly debated. Mr. W. H. Mussellwhite 
Senior Vice-President, presented proposals 
for important changes in the Constitution 
and Rules, which were adopted and which 
now come into operation in all areas from 
January 1 next. 

Reports were submitted on attention 
being given to recommendations contained 


in the final report of the Special Commis. | 


sion. These were being thoroughly dis- 


cussed by the Federation, and it was 

hoped that where they touched upon | 
broader issues affecting other sections oi | 
the industry they would be examined most | 
The general meeting, on | 


carefully there. 
the recommendation of the Council, unani- 
mously adopted the following statement of 
guiding principles for the policy of the 
Southern Counties Federation which it is 


hoped will be commended and approved | 


at higher level :— 


I.—The highest standard of service to 


the public, and fair value for money to the 
building owner. 
II.—Reduction 


ance of a high standard of quality. Costs 
are not everything, and mere cheapness 


Bi ae tee 


of building costs by § 
every means consistent with the mainten- § 


must not be confused with fair value for © 


money. 
IIl.—A fair reward to all those engaged 


in the industry, and in particular (i) | 


security of employment and fair working 
conditions for the operatives in return for 
a fair output in quality and quantity; 
(ii) a fair reward for the building contvrac- 
tor who takes the risk of enterprise and 
brings his technical knowledge and 
organising capacity, his capital, plant and 
equipment to the execution of the design. 

IV.—Comprehensive and efficient plan- 
ning and preparation. Haste must not be 
confused with speed. 

V.—A system of contracting which 1s 
fair to the contractor as well as to the 
building owner. The contractor must be 
given authority and control equal to his 
responsibilities. 

VI.—Progressive building methods and 
the best use of materials. 

VII.—Provision for the equitable settle- 
ment of disputes and difficulties. 

VIII.—Adequate training for all engaged 
in the industry. 

Reports were submitted, and a discussion 
ensued on the work of the Regional Joint 
Committee (Chairman, Mr. C. B. 
Sprigings, F.I.0.B., of Portsmouth) and 
the Regional Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee (Chairman, Mr. G. O. Swayne, 
M.1.0.B., of Guildford); Rod. 1 and the 
contract documents for First-Aid Repair; 
increases in rates of wages; registration of 
builders and the work of the National 
Federation. 
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CUPBOARD UNITS IN THE MODEL KITCHEN. THE UNITS HAVE 
DETACHABLE SHELVES FINISHED IN CELLULOSE. 


“NEW BUILDERS ”’ 
A NEW FILM. 

A Ministry of Information film for the 
Building Apprenticeship and _ Training 
Council has been made under the title of 
‘* Paul Rotha Productions, 1944.”’ Directed 
by Kay Mander, the film shows how train- 
ing will be given to the fifteen thousand 
apprentices for whom places will be found 
in the building trade every year. The 
Ministry of Education has laid plans at 
schools all over the country to enable boys 
of 13 and 14 to learn the various jobs of 
the building trade. There are classes in 
bricklaying, plasterwork, stone masonry, 
plumbing and carpentry, and, in addition, 
subjects such as geography and geometry 
are taught, with a special emphasis on 
such subjects as they affect the building 
trade. Towards the end of their course 
boys decide in which particular branch 
they wish to specialise. When they leave 
school the boys are apprenticed to what- 
ever part of the building trade they have 
chosen and learn to be craftsmen. The 
apprentices are allowed one day off a week 
to attend a technical school where they 
study the theoretical side of their job. This 
forms the early part of the film, after 
which we see two cottages being built, with 
the aid of apprentices, and are shown ex- 
amples of all the different jobs which go 
into the building of the cottages. 

The film is being released through the 
Ministry of Information and will be shown 
in, halls and schools in villages and towns 
throughout the country by means of mobile 
vans, of which there are 144, as well as in 
cinemas out of ordinary hours. It will also 
be available free to borrowers from the 
Yentra} Film Library, which means that 
any organisation that has a projector will 
be able to arrange its own showing. ~ Any 
organisation can arrange for a showing of 
this film by applying to the Regional Film 
Officer at the nearest Regional Office of the 
Ministry of Information. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


£100 Building Limit. 

The Ministry of Works states there is no 
foundation for the statement that local 
authorities will soon become the sole 
licensing authorities for all building 
works costing more than £100. The 
Ministry of Works will continue to be the 
Department responsible for’ the licensing 
of all civil building work costing over 
£100, whether in the London Civil Defence 
Region or not. 


“THE BUILDER ” 
PRICES AND WAGSS. 


Until further notice and in ord2r to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘* Prices Current of Matzrials’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of each month only. Current 
changes will be given weekly as they occur. 
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KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 
EXHIBITION AT LINCOLN. 

Tuar the great masses of the people are 
displaying an interest in the interior 
facilities of their future homes was 
evinced at the Lincoln Civic Survey and 
Housing Exhibition which was officially 
opened recently by Muss FLoRence 
HorssrucH, 0.B.E., M.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Health, and 
which had been visited by well over 4,009 
people in the first three days, Among the 
exhibits was the full-size modern kitchen 
manufactured and displayed by Messrs. 

Newsam, Sons & Co., Ltd., the Lin- 
coln joinery manufacturers, in collabora- 
tion with the City Engineer and Surveyor 
(Mr. A. Adlington, A.M.I.C.E.).. .The 
aim here was to plan a kitchen which 
should give ease of working and storage 
space by incorporating a range of fitments 
at a cost modest enough to suit the 
average income. 

The exhibit consisted of a full-size 
model of a typical kitchen built up of 
units. These units can be formed into 
many combinations; in fact, the 16 units 
combine into 50 different arrangements to 
equip new kitchens or re-equip old ones. 
These units are the result of the work of 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation (of which Messrs. Newsum are 
members). This Association’s research 
staff has also produced the ‘‘ B.J.M.A.”’ 
window, which may be seen in one of the 
photographs reproduced. This window has 
been approved by the Ministry of Works 
and is now being made into a British stan- 
dard. Its most practical advantages. are 
improved framing with sections as light as 
possible to give the fullest vision and 
guaranteed weather-proof tightness. The 
fittings are of the Espagnolette type with 
two-point fixing; the windows are econo- 
wt to produce. The cupboard units 
shown have detachable shelves with run- 
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mers for space adjustment as desired. 
are finished with a pale-blue 


These fittings 
-cellulose which is readily cleaned. 


Another interesting feature is a flat 
which, whilst providing 
ample working space, has grooves which 


-draining 


gradually deepen towards the sink. 


Another very interesting device speci- 
cally developed for post-war housing was 
the ‘“‘ Newsum”’ tradesman’s hatch. This 
‘has been designed to accommodate the 
delivery of three kinds of perishable 
goods which are most common to house- 


holders in normal times, viz., bread, meat 
and milk. This ‘‘ safe deposit ’’ is inex- 
pensive to instal; each hatch-door is fitted 
with a locking device that defies attempts 
to open once the goods have been inserted 
by the tradesman and the door closed, 
until the housewife opens the hatch-door 
in the kitchen. The hatch is insulated. 
This standard hatch will be mass- 
produced by Messrs. Newsum for post- 
war housing schemes. 
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BUILDING WORKERS AND 


BOMB DAMAGE REPAIRS - 


STATEMENT BY A.U.B.T.W. 


Tus following statement has been issued 
by the Executive Council of the Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trade Workers : 

This Council emphatically protests at 
the ill-informed criticism of building 
trade operatives in connection with bomb 
damage repair work in London and 
Southera England. 

It points out that these are the same 
men who, in this country’s hour of danger, 
erected defence works along the coasts of 
Britain whén invasion ‘threatened—who 
reared the great armament works, war 
factories, aerodromes: and runways, emer- 
gency hospitals—who ensured cold storage 
for the nation’s food, and built the huge 
floating docks for D-Day which made am- 
phibious warfare possible—whose achieve- 
ment of the Government’s war building 
programme marks them as the greatest 
builders in history. 

To suggest that these same men are 
now oblivious of the terrible plight of the 
people of London and Southern England 
whose dwellings have been damaged or 
destroyed by enemy air attack, especially 
from the flying bombs, is ridiculous in the 
extreme and a gross libel against a section 
of workers who have rendered very mate- 
rial assistance towards victory in this war. 

As a practical solution in the speeding 
up of bomb damage repairs the Council 
puts forward the following proposals :— 


(1) The vesting of complete directive 
authority and responsibility in one Govern- 
ment Department, 1.e., the Ministry of 
Works. This is all a practical job of 
building work. 

(2) ‘To ensure that the best managerial 
brains in the building industry are 
brought into the task. Building is a com- 
plex business, and calls for deeply under- 
standing generalship. f 

(3) The creation of a central body, 
representative of the public authorities, 
building employers and building trade 
unions, empowered to maintain a constant 
supervision of activity and to demand 
progress reports from all areas concerned. 
Only such a body can ensure that the full 
weight of public authority, the maximum 
resoprces and capacities of the building 
industry, and the most effective applica- 
tion of building labour and skill, are 
brought to the task, In regard to the 
great host of building workers, for 
example, many difficulties could have’ 
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“THE NEWSUM"’ TRADESMAN’S HATCH 








been avoided if there had been the closest 
consultation and co-operation between 
those charged with management and the 
officers of the trade unions. To-day, en- 
couragement to do the best work, the 
spirit of emulation, the raising of indus- 
trial morale, rests entirely with the good 
trade unionists headed by their job 
stewards. 

(4) The most effective regional planning 
of the work so as to prevent overlapping ; 
the establishment of material dumps so as 
to render the essential materials readily 
available; and a more intensive examina- 
tion of billeting and transport arrange- 
ments. 


Proposed Garden City, Hull. 

Prawns for a £5,000,000 housing estate on 
the lines of Welwyn Garden City, pre- 
pared by Mr. George Williams, 
F.R.1.B.A., Ferres-chambers, Hull, have 
been placed before Hull. Corporation 
Housing and Town Panning Committee 
by Mr. Harold Needler, a local builder. 
On a site of 1,000 acres it is proposed to 
build about 10,000 brick houses. 
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NEWS ITEMS | 


Transport Silver Jubilee. 

A LUNCHEON to mark the silver jubilee 
of the Institute of Transport was held at 
the Connaught Rooms on November 3, 
when Mr. Robert Kelso (President) wel- 
comed a number of distinguished guests 
which included Mr. Herbert Morrison 
(Home Secretary), Lord Woolton (Minister 
of Reconstruction), Lord Ashfield and Mr. 
Philip Noel-Baker (Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of War Transport). 
In proposing the toast of the Institute, Mr. 
Morrison said that during the war trans- 
port had rendered outstanding services, 
without which the Armed Forces could not 
have carried out their duties so efficiently. 
There had been much talk about post-war 
economic systems, but whatever system 
,was adopted, two things must be remem- 
bered: one, that transport’ was a basic 
industry, and two, that it must render 
efficient service to all other industries. 


Surplus Government Factories. 

Industrialists who require after the war 
space of 10,000 sq. ft. or more in surplus 
Government factories or storage premises. 
and who are willing to use them for 
peace-time industrial purposes, are in- 
vited to apply forthwith to the Board 
of Trade. Application forms may be 
obtained from the Registrar, Control of 
Factory and Storage Premises, Neville 
House, Page-street, London, §S.W.1, to 
whom they should be returned. Except 
in special circumstances, factories will 
not be sold outright but will be let to a 
selected contractor for a period of ten 
years, with an option to the tenant at the 
end of the ten-year period to extend. 


Cement Works Project. 

An inguiry into: an application by 
Messrs. J. T. Earle, Ltd., for permission 
to erect a cement works at Cauldon, near 
the Manifold Valley, was opened on 
November 1 by Mr. R. T. Russell, an 
inspector of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning. The application was 
opposed by Staffordshire County Council, 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, the Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England, 
the Peak District National Park Joint 
Committee, and other organisations. They 
submitted that the site was near a poten- 
tial national park and that the dust would 
ruin the natural beauty of Manifold 
Valley. . 

Mr. W. T. Williams, for Messrs. J. T. 
Earle, Ltd., said that he thought the in- 
spector could forget about dust when 
dealing with modern cement works, and 
these works would not be visible from 
any part of the Manifold Valley. Lime 
quarries had been worked in the district 
from time immemorial. 

Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., president 
of the Institute of Landscape Architects, 
said that the site lent itself well to the 
cement works project. 

The inspector indicated that he would 
make his report to the Ministry. 


E.].M.A. Scottish Membership. 

Following on negotiations terminating 
in a recent meeting at Glasgow, attended 
by Mr. T. B. Hustler, a member of the 
Council, and Mr. R. G. Harvey Greenham, 
secretary of E.J.M.A., all the members of 
the Scottish Joinery and Door Manufac- 
turers’ Association have now become 
members of the English Joinery Manu- 
facturers’ Association (Inc.), which covers 
by its memorandum and articles of asso- 
ciation the whole of the United Kingdom. 


Exports to Iceland. 

The Board of Trade announce that the 
arrangements for the export of goods to 
Iceland have been modified. Applications 
for licences for certain goods will be con- 
sidered somewhat more freely, although 
it must be borne in mind that shortage of 
supply or other circumstances may render 
it impossible to issue licences in some 
cases. Details are available from the 
Board of Trade, Millbank, S.W.1. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


COATBRIDGE.—Plans prepared for altera- 
tions and additions at Old Monkland Parish 
Church, for which the architect is William 
Sommerville, 19, Castle-st., Coatbridge. 

GLASGOW Alterations and additions are to 
be carried out at the Metropole Theatre, Stock- 
well-st., for which the architects are Lennox & 
MacMath, 140, Blythswood-st., Glasgow.—Plans 
in hand ‘for reconstruction and additions for 
Todd, Cunningham & Petrie, for which the 
architect is Mangus Duncan, 243, Eglinton-st., 
Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions for the Britannic Assurance Co., Ltd., 
for which the architect is Walter Miller, 61, 
Queen-st., Edinburgh. 

GLASGOW.—The Corporation to erect staff 
accommodation at tramway depot.—Plans in 
hand for alterations and additions, for which 
the architect is Alexander Wright, 112, Blyths- 
wood-st., Glasgow.—Plans passed for altera: ions 
and additions, for which the architect is C. 
Dick, 2, Howard- street, Paisley.—Plans pre- 
pared for alterations and additions, for which 
the architects are James Monro & Son, 307, West 
George-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous. issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger ( 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
NOVEMBER «15, 
yo U.D.C.—Demolition of 16 houses. 
T. E. Spencer, § 
NOVEMBER 21. 
York 7T.C.—Repairs and adaptations at 56, 
Skeldergate. C.J. Minter, City E., Guildhall. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
*Beckenham T.C.—Erection of 
concrete canteen kitchen and 
house at Marian Vian School. J. 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 24. ; 
*Lincoin T.C.—Extensions at City Maternity 
Home, Goldsmith-walk. City E., Silver-st. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
DECEMBER 7. ; 
Cheltenham T.C.—Erection of 4 experimental 
pgesee at Kipling-rd., bo Mark’s. G. G, Mars- 
, B.E. Dep. £2 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 14. 
+tWarwick R. 0.0,--Gepalying and laying of 
approx. 4,700 yds. run of 4 in. dia. spun-iron 
pipes at ck en Semele. Sholto Douglas, 
M.I.M, and Cy.E A., E., 50, Priory-rd., 

Kenilworth. Dep. 3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

Liverpool T.C.—Surface water sewer, approx. 
1,270 yds. long, of concrete pipes, 36.in. to 78 in. 
dia. at Brook House housing estate, Huyton. 
City A. and Director of Housing, Blackburn- 
re, Dale-st., Kingsway, Liverpool, 2. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 20, 
Northwich R.D.C.—Laying approx. 680 lin. 
yds. of 5-in., 2,605 lin. yds, of 4-in., and 600 lin. 


refabricated 
rick boiler 
Dove, 


yds. of 3-in. asbestos-cement water p pes. J. 
Birtwistle, E. and §., Whitehall, PHarttord, 
Northwich. 


NOVEMBER 21. | 
King’s Lynn Group.—Construction of roads 
and sewers. Acting B.E., Town Hall. 
Stourbridge T.C.—Construction of road and 
sewer works at Birmingham st., Junction-rd., 
estate, part II. G. . Maynard, B.E. and §. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 28. 
tLanark C.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, etc. 8. M’Call, County Housing Archi- 
tect and Engineer, 29, Clydesdale-st., Hamilton. 
DECEMBER 7. 
Swansea C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. J. B. Bennett, A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
NOVEMBER 16. 

*Somerset ©C.C.—Assistant Architect. £475- 
£25-£600, plus war bonus. R. O. Harris (A.). 
County Architect, Park-st., Taunton. 

> NOVEMBER 21. 

“Beckenham T.C,—Appointment of Officer in 
Charge of War Damage re Salary between 
£750 and £1,150 p.a, applications, with four 
references to ©. Eric Staddon, T.C., Town Hall. 
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; NOVEMBER 27. 
*Cumberland C.C.—Temporary 
Assistant. 2£325-£12 10s.-£350 BS 
Application form from County 
Alfred-st., North, Carlisle. 
NOVEMBER 30. 
*Huddersfield E.C.—'Teacher of Building Sub- 
jects. Forms from Principal, Technical College, 
Huddersfield. 
*West Riding C.C.—Three Temporary Archi- 
tectural Assistants and Two Temporary Heat- 
ing Engineering Assistants. B. Kenyon, C. of 
C.C., County Hall, Wakefield. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Atcham.—R.D.C. propose housing sites at 
Cressage, Pontesbury and Condover. 

Bangor (N. Wales).—T.C. approved cinema at 
High-st., for G. E, H. James. 

Bingley.—Catholic Authorities propose adap- 
tation of ‘“‘Cottingley Moor” for Catholic 
Modern school, 

Boston.—Board of Management of Boston 
General Hospital, South End, propose rehabili- 
tation centre.—E.C. propose additions at Con- 
way school, Tunnard-st. 

Brixworth.—R.D.C. propose 200 houses. 

Cumberland.—C.C. is to acquire land for ex- 
tensions at Garlands Mental Hospital. 

Darlaston.—U.D.C. to erect 500 houses. 


Architectural 
plus bonus. 
‘architect, 4, 


Fleetwood.—Lancashire E.C. propose to 
acquire site for County College. 
Harrogate.—T.C. pas oer | erection of 290 


houses at Knaresborough-rd 

_ Hinckley.—U.D.C. preparing plans for erec- 

tion of different types houses. 
Huyton.—Lancashire E.C. 

- aed at junction of Western-ay. 


Ince-in-Makerfield—U.D.C. received approval 
of M.H. to development of site at Petticoat-la., 
for housing estate. 

Macclesfield—R.D.C. to prepare plans for 
housing scheme at Poynton. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Five garages at 
Strangeways, for J. Mendleson; alterations at 
Windsor Castle Inn, Ashton Old-rd. and Woven- 
den-st., Openshaw, for Openshaw Brewery Co., 
Ltd., E. Ogden (F.), bangs z Ridgefield, 
Deansgate; conversion into five ‘flats of 23, 
Anson-rd., Victoria-rd., Victoria Park, E. L. 
Doyle, architect, 26, Hollins- la., Marple Bridge, 
Fo ook conversion of house into four flats, 
Chorlton-cum- Hardy, for Elsinore Estates, Ltd., 
G, Wild (L.), architect, 72, Bridge-st., eans- 
gate; dance hall and “café, Wythenshawe- rd., 
Northenden, for J. S. Faulkner, P. C. Larmuth, 
architect, 23, King-st.; extensions to factory, 
R. Broadbent, poe coat | 4, Hill Kiln-la., Chad- 
derton, nr. Oldham ; ‘alterations to akery, 
Ancoats, for Howarth Bros., Brocklehurst & 
Hill (F. & A.), architects, 6, ‘The ey Bury ; 
works additions, Northenden, A. A. G, Toone 
(A.), architect, 37, Princess- st. ; erection of 
factory, A. M. Isaacs, architect, 136, Middleton- 
rd., Crumpsall; additions to works, A. R. 
Walsingham, architect, 50, High Grove-rd., 
Cheadle, Ches. 


propose branch 
and Easton- 
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Nelson.—T.C. propose 100 houses at Hole 
House estate. 
Nort! on.—T.C. adopted scheme _ for 


maternity —_ adjoining Barratt Maternity 
Home, at 

ccnseinens: oR: ‘D.C. preparing plans for 410 
houses. 

Salford.—Healith Committee ? a altera- 
tions at Hope Hospital, at £1, 

Skeilmersdale.— U.D.C. pa at erection of 
heneas at Sandy-la., and Windrow’s Farn: 
esta 

South Shields.—T.C. to erect number of police 
boxes with moot and lavatory accommoda- 
tion, etc. Plans by B.E.—E.C. to ac re 
‘Craigmore”’ for nursery school.—J. H. 
ton & Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., Penkeest. 
South Shields, are architects for alterations to 
omees for Middle Dock and Engineering Co., 

Stockport.—E.C. propose provision of addi- 
tional scoonder schoo] accommodation. 

verston.—R.D.C. propose housing sites at ~ 
Coniston and Kirkby, 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Brighouse.—E.C. acquired site at Bailific 
Bridge school for erection of central kitchen. 
Lancashire.—E.C. propose structural altera- 
tions to 14 schools for dining centres, at £3,542 
North Riding.—School meals kitchen to be 
nuilt at Cotherstone. Plans by Count; peer 
tect, County Hall, Northallerton—School at 
Mickleton te. be adapted for school meals. Plans 
by County Architect, County Hall, Northallerton. 
Oldham.—E.C. propose kitchen at Derker 


“aoe 

.—T.C, approved alterations at Victoria 
Briige *Bus Station for refreshment rooms, etc 
for vananel Dept. 
South Shields—M.O.W. to build central 
kitchen at Prince Edward-rd. West, 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes an, accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

9 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 


Lancashire.—Buildings : ] 
(1933), Ltd., Hospital-bldgs., Hospital-rd., Farn- 
worth, nr. Bolton. 

Lancashire.—Extension of contract at: (1) 

Stretford High school for Girls; (2) additional 
classtoom accommodation at Prescot Gram- 
mar school; (3) repairs at Hutton Grammar 
school ; (4) Repairs to gymnasium floor at 
Leigh *Municipa Technical College. Altera- 
tions to school for dining centres at (5) Urswick 
Grammar; (6) bg Allithwaite Linsdale C.E. 
(7) Pilling Moss R.C.; (8) ths me ay 
ton Grammar; (9) Broughton Fernyhalgh St. 
Mary’s R.C.;’ (10) Penwortham Middleforth 
C.E. and St. Mary’ s R.C.; (11) Great Harwood 
Western Junior; (12) Ditto; (13) Great Har- 
wood St. Wulstan’s R.C. ; 
kitchen; (15) Ditio; (16) Wheelton Council ; 
(17) Withnell C.E.; (18) Up Holland Raf (19) 
Turton C.E.; (20) *Knowsley - C.E. and Ma apole ; 
(21) Bold Heath C.E. and Bold Pace Colliery : 
(22) Bold Face Colliery; (23) Huyton central 
kitchen; (24) Woolston R.C.; (25) Eecleston 
Prescot; (26) Haydock C.E. and Burtonwood St. 
Paul of the Cross R.C.; (27) Golborne R.C.; 
S Urmston Davyhulme Barton-upon-Irwell. 

T. Nicholson (F.), ‘=~ a County- 


bldgs.. Fishergate-hill, 
(1 “Ltd., Hospital- 


) *W. Lionel Gray (1933), 
bidgs., ya rd., Farnworth. 
(2) *8. & A Taylor, Ltd., Ackers-st., Prescot 
(Preston), Tid. 


(3) *J. Turner & Sons 
William Henry-st., Preston. 
(4) *J. Gerrard & Sons, Pendlebury-rd., Swin- 
ton, i 
(5) *J. Stubbs. 
(6) *H. Knowles & Son, Lindale. 
(a *W. Stafford. 


(8) *J. Parker & Son, East Leigh, Bartle, 


Broughton. Preston. 
S *T. Brown & Sons, Eaves, Woodplumpton, 


eston. 
0) *L. Yates, Ribble Bank Mills, River-st., 
Preston. 


*W. Lionel Gray 


(11) *Hartley & Hartley, 20, Church-st., Great 
Harwood, Blackburn. 
(12) *E. weaker, 74, Queen-st., Great Har- 


wood, i? 

(13) *H. 

(14) *C. - 5 & Son, Ltd., 33, Preston 
New-rd., Blackburn. 

a *Isiah Davies, Padiham, nr. 


rnley. 
“i6) ty. Brindle & Son, Alexandra-st., Chorley. 
(17) *W. Brown, Brinscall, Chorley. 
(18) *W. = Bickerstaff & Sons, doven Stars 
Bridge, Wiga 
( Wellington-rd.. 


19) *D, i hes & Son, 70, 
Turton, a Bolton 

20) * T. Winstaniey, Woodlands, Rainford, ar- 
St. Helens. 


Guy-st., 
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(21) *W. Lowe, Kendricks Cross, Rainhill, nr. 
Liverpool. 

(22) *A, J. Kenwright, 78, Robbins-la., St. 
Helens. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941—856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942—1,612 


| 
| MEMBERSHIP TO DATE—4,006 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, CARDIFF, EXETER, FROME. 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HULL. MANCHESTER. 
MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH. 
SALISBURY, TORQUAY and WELLINGBOROUGH. 
(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


‘Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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(23) mf Pinnington & Son, Roby-rd., Huyton, 

iverpoo! 

(24) *W. Hen 17, Church-st., Warrington. 

(25) *C, A. Critchley, Ltd., 97, Church-st., St. 
Helens. 

(26) *Hy. Horridge, Ltd., Walgrave-rd., Earls- 
town, Newton-le-Willows. 

(27) *J, Ashcroft & Son, 25, High-st., Gol- 
borne, nr. Wigan. 

(28) *Hy. Pennington & Sous, 316, Liverpool- 
rd., Patricroft, nr Manchester. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts placed by M.O.W. during week ending 
November 4:— 

Genera] maintenance work: Alex. Hall & Son, 
Fraserburgh; Butlins, Ltd., London, W.1; 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., London, E.C.2. 

Electrical work: Standard Telep 
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Essex: Miscellaneous work, E. A. Coryn & 
Son, Hornchurch, Essex; J. S. Alderton & Co., 
Felstead, Essex. 

Surrey : Miscellaneous work, Y. J. Lovell & 
Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 

Wilts : Miscellaneous work,*W. G. Northcott & 

Co., Ltd., Salisbury, Wilts, 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept., for week ended October 28:— 

Yorks: Building work, Wm. Birch & Sons, 
Ltd., York; miscellaneous work, Allton & Co. 
(Contractors, Ltd.), Ripon, Yorks; H. Johnson 
& Sons Farsley ,, Ltd., Farsley Yorks. 

Derbyshire : Paint ing work, Lb. L. Roberts, 
Bebington, Wirral, Ches, 

Shropshire : Miscellaneous work, Irving & Co., 
Manchester 15; roadwork, J. W. Fiather, Ltd., 





Cables, Ltd., London, N.11. 

Agricultural work: 8. H. S. Overton, Wel- 
lingore, Lincoln; Delahope, Ltd., York. 

Building work: James & Ciockarell Salis- 
bury; C. A. Hayes & Son, Ltd., Bristol 9; Y. J. 
Lovell & Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 

a dressing, w ‘work: General Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., London 

Heating and hot-water supply work: F. G. 
Alden, Ltd., Oxford. 

‘London ‘(Ministry of Works).—Works con- 
trace placed by M.O.W. during week ending 
November 2:— 

Glamorgan: Building work, Griffith Davies & 
Co., Ltd., Paxton-yard, Swansea. 

Staffs: Building work A, V. Shenton, Ltd., 
Hulme-rd., Longton, Stockton-on-Trent. 

Surrey: Building work, Grace & Marsh, Ltd., 
New Bridge Works, Waddon, Croydon. 

§London (War  Dept.).—Works contracts 
= by War Dept. for week ended October 

Shropshire: Road work, Bituminous Surfacing, 
Ltd., Manchester 12. 

Leics: Miscellaneous work, Sherriff & Co. 
(1943), Ltd., Leicester. 

Oxfordshire: Building works, W. A. James & 
Sons, Maidenhead, Berks. 











Boyle’s «si-eumo Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 


HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 




















HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES | 


SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHTS Ty ae ANDALSO 


SHORLAND’S PATENT WARM AIR 
VENTILATING PATTERNS . 


GEO. WRIGHT (LONDON)LT® 
19 NEWMAN SY. OXFORD ST. LONDON Wt. 





e Port, Ches. 

Waretckesbird : Hutting (erection), J. K. Mon- 
sell (Contractors), Ltd., Coes 

Suffolk: Miscellaneous work, G. A. Kenney & 
Sons, Ltd., Ipswich. 

Wilts: Miscellaneous work, R, Butcher & Son, 
Warminster, Wilts. 

Manchester.—Rebuilding portion of factory 
and alterations to works, for William Arnold, 
Ltd. Drury & Gomersall, architects, 11, 
Imperial-bldgs., Oxford-rd., Chorlton-upon- 
Medlock: *T. Campion & Son, Ltd., Devonshire- 
st. Works, Ardwick, Manchester 12. 

Wallsend.—For rebuilding of two workshops, 
for R. Hood Haggie & Sons: *Alnwick Construc- 
tion & Engineering Co., Ltd., Alnwick, North- 
umberland. 

Wolverhampton.—Erection of experimental 
houses at Bushbury: *M. A. Boswell, School- 
st., Wolverhampton. 


C,H. COATES 

















BUILDERS AND PUBLIC 
WORKS CONTRACTORS 








LONDON 
OFFICES 


WINDSOR HOUSE 
VICTORIA ST., S.W.1 
ABBEY 1800 
WORKS 
OFFICES 

DAVIS ROAD 


SURBITON, SURREY 
ELMBRIDGE 5878 














BROTHERS 


W.C.1 
Telephone : 





GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


give notice that they 
have now removed 
to New Offices at 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN 


CHAncery 7901-3 
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We reconstruct and build all types and sizes. 
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KING JAMES S1.S.E./. (WAT. 5474) 
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